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 Fred Leibl – three images and one question

 Cole Thompson – On Vision
 Images from the October 8 meeting
 Images from the October 22 meeting

In This Issue

We are a group of photographers who view and practice photography as art; our chosen means of creative  
expression is the printed photograph. We gather every 2 weeks for dinner at a Toronto restaurant, followed  
by a lively discussion, providing honest evaluation and feedback on each other’s photograph(s). In this sup-
portive environment, we see and understand how our work is perceived by others. We are always happy to  

welcome other photographers who would like to share their work with us.  http://www.focalforum.ca/ 

‘Reflection’ – Laurence Sitwell

 November 5 Mort Shapiro

Upcoming Moderators

 November 5 – Mort Shapiro

 November 19 – Marvin Cooper

http://www.focalforum.ca/
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Three Images and One Question

 November 5 Mort Shapiro

At the Focal Forum meeting of Oct 8 there was a sparse turnout, which provided a good 
deal of time for discussion.  I presented the three photographs above. 

They were presented initially as representational photographs.  I then asked the following 
question: if I give the photographs the following names, do they move from representa-
tional to conceptual?

I named them from left to right: Utter Confusion; Anger; Emergence. 

How would you answer the question?

We spent quite a bit of time on this discussion on Oct 8, and I am not aware if we came to any 
conclusion. I guess, does it really matter and to whom?  From my point of view it mattters be-
cause it allows me to alter how I wish - or at least hope - the viewer will better understand my 
images.

Fred Leibl
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Cole Thompson – On Vision

When I was challenged to find my Vision over 20 years ago, I thought Vision was about pho-
tography. But as I found and followed my Vision, other changes came about in my life. I was 
not just discovering how I saw, but I was changing as a person. I was questioning more, I 
was examining my beliefs, I was becoming much more independent in my thinking.

At some point, I realized that Vision was not really about photography; it was about life! It 
was not just seeing for myself, but thinking for myself.

I threw off the shackles of groupthink, of following the crowd, of thinking the way I had been 
taught, and started questioning everything. I stopped following blindly, examined the rules 
and norms, and stopped trying to fit in. I defined success for myself. I reexamined everything 
I thought I knew and believed to be true.

The result: finding my Vision changed not just my photography, but also my life.

And then, when John Barclay and I held our first two Vision Retreats, someone at each event 
commented that Vision was not just about photography but about how to live your life. 
Those comments have again brought this idea to the forefront of my thinking.

And here’s another thought about Vision that surfaced a couple of days ago: John said 
something to me as we were recording our YouTube show. We were talking about my defini-
tion of "honest work," which is:

It was my idea (not borrowed or stolen)
It was created for myself, with no thought of how others would receive it
It was created from my Vision
It is work that I love, regardless of what others think of it

John said that, if a person were to create honest work following these four points, it would 
go a long way toward finding their Vision.

That was a good thought, and he's right.

Vision is not about photography; it's about how to live your life.

- Cole Thompson
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‘Another Night’ – Fred Leibl

October 8th Meeting Images

Members attending 6
Number of Prints 5
Moderator Steve Rees

Steve Rees

Skylights

Fred Leibl

Another Night

Nick Janushewski

Fossy 1.5

Laurence Sitwell

Reflection
Fading Light

While the October 8th meeting was quite sparsely attended, we had an intimate setting for 
vigorous discussion of the images presented. This included a set of three images (presented 
earlier in this issue of Snapshots) that Fred brought for a separate discussion. A very enjoy-
able meeting!
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‘Fossy 1.5’ – Nick Janushewski

‘Skylights’ – Steve Rees

“Pictures are out there – you just have to let them in.” – Nick Janushewski
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REMINDERS

 Send a digital copy of your image to Snapshots Editor tffsnapshots  @gmail.com   Landscape image size = 
1920 on the horizontal edge; portrait image size = 1080 on the vertical edge.
Please follow the file name format: Your Name-Image Title-Meeting Date.jpg

 Please let Leif Petersen know by the Sunday before each meeting whether you’ll be attending.

‘Fading Light’ – Laurence Sitwell

mailto:tffsnapshots@gmail.com
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October 22nd Meeting Images

Members attending 13
Number of Prints 17
Moderator David Kempton

Steve Rees

Low Season

Fred Leibl

Mariupol

Craig Lauder

Sunrise over Luangwa

David Kempton

Marmora Dam

Leif Petersen

The Boardwalk

Nick Janushewski

Fossy 3.5
RBC Elephant

B. Dass

Untitled

Marvin Cooper

October 6
October 7 at 6:45 AM

John Madill

Waiting on a Train
Lance at 85

Allan Flagel

Rainy Night
Cool Lounger

Tom Zsolt (guest)

Uxbridge Farm in Spring

Mort Shapiro

Gangway
Duality

If October 8 was sparsely attended, October 22 was a full house!  We had 12 members 
present, plus a guest, Tom Zsolt, who brought a print of his own.  With 2 piles of prints, we 
had many excellent images to bring through the lightbox and discuss.  Hopefully we see other 
meetings this season that are as well attended as this one.

"Do not waste a minute - not a second - in trying to demonstrate to others the merits of your performance. If 
your work does not vindicate itself, you cannot vindicate it."

- Thomas Wentworth Higginson 
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Marmora Dam is well suited to that part of my photography that is minimalist and linear. I find it a 
calming image, though it has lots of interesting detail. Printing it was surprisingly difficult; eventually I 
tried Hahnemule Bamboo paper, and that worked. 

‘Marmora Dam’ – Dave Kempton
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‘The Boardwalk’ – Leif Petersen

This image is from my recent month-long trip to Norway. The location is Sakrisøy, a small island in 
the Lofoten Islands archipelago in Northern Norway. 

I shot the scene with an iPhone 16 Pro using the pano feature and I was standing very close to the 
step and the handrail. I was quite surprised, and very pleased, with the amount of distortion that cre-
ated the curved handrail, steps and boards in the boardwalk. While the pano magnified the fore-
ground, it  reduced the size of the background mountains making them look more distant than they 
really are. The dock area and buildings are mostly for tourists - the seafood restaurant on the left (al-
ways a stop for a delicous fishburger), the cabin and a small parking and recreation area. It's very 
picturesque with the mountains in the background and the rainy, misty day added to the mood. As I 
was taking the shot, I planned for this to be a B&W print. 

During our meeting, Dass asked if I have a shot of the area to show how the actual scene looks, but I 
don't. I searched on the internet, but didn't find anything suitable. I'll get that shot the next time.

The print was done on an Epson P800 with the profile set to 'Managed by Printer' and I used the 
'Advanced B&W Print' mode and the Tone set to 'darker', in the Advanced Settings.
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‘Fossy 3.5’ – Nick Janushewski
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‘Mariupol’ – Fred Leibl

‘Low Season’ – Steve Rees
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‘Waiting on a Train’ – John Madill

‘Gangway’ – Mort Shapiro

The Peel St station of the Montreal Metro system. Later in the evening, few people around. 
Long look down the tracks to the next station, just visible. 
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‘Duality’ – Mort Shapiro

‘RBC Elephant’ – Nick Janushewski
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‘Sunrise Over Luangwa’ – Craig Lauder

This image was actually shot with my iPhone, though I have a set taken in camera, which I 
still need to get to (over 8,000 images on the trip!).

Taken in the Luangwa Valley in North Eastern Zambia, the North Luangwa National Park - it 
is a very remote, but exquisite game reserve. The Luangwa valley is essentially the bottom 
end of The Great Rift valley. Remote - the final 85 kilos or so took three and a half hours, 
that's with some fairly aggressive driving.  September and October is dry season, so there is 
a lot of dust in the air, leading to fabulous photo ops. This was the view from where we were 
staying. 

Post processing - I put it into Photoshop to sharpen the image. I also added a Skylight filter 
through NIK ColorFX, which gave it a more even warmth.
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‘Lance at 85’ – John Madill

Looking to portray this straight forward, hard working and reliable man. Shot in a 
kitchen, natural lighting from a side window and wearing his ubiquitous tractor 
cap. He looks straight into the lens. 

‘Untitled’ – Dass

I believe strongly in going back and reviewing images from years ago. I ALWAYS find 
images I passed over years ago that now resonate. As Sam Abell says "sometimes we 
shoot ahead of ourselves". This image is from 2012. 
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‘Cool Lounger’ – Allan Flagel

Besides liking the graphic lines and reflections in this scene, it makes me feel cooler in the 
summer heat and brings back warm memories of Aruba during our chilly winter. 

"The creative adult is the child who has survived."

- Ursula Le Guin
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‘October 6’ – Marvin Cooper

‘October 7 at 6:30 AM’ – Marvin Cooper

“October 6” is an idyllic forest in the desert in southern Israel, adjacent to an event area 
where many young people were celebrating and dancing with their friends. 

"October 7 at 6:30 AM" is when terrorists attacked. Inside this vehicle three young adults 
died. 


