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A Sphere is a Safe Place to Store Imagination, by Marie Algieri-Goldgrub

'The second meeting of the new season saw twenty-one members gather,
virtually, to discuss eighteen images. This gave us time for good and honest
comments, letting us implement the critique approach outlined in the previous
issue of Snapshots.

Upcoming Meetings

October 20

Matthew
As moderator Leif gave each maker the choice to either introduce their image

. . . . . ovember 3
or provide a comment at the end of the discussion. With only one outlier, we N

each chose not to introduce our photos. This may just be a quirk of the evening, Michael
that people were not expecting to make introductions and selected their images November 17
accordingly, or it may be that we are wanting more ‘first impressions’ feedback Stephen Gilligan
uncoloured by the maker’s intent. These cycles of creativity and exploration are a December 1
strength of how each moderator brings a different approach to their evenings. Steve Rees

At the Toronto Focal Forum we share a passion for the printed photograph: it’s our chosen means of creative expression,
so we strive for artistic and technical excellence. Our candid print reviews are times for diverse work and different ideas,
creating an invigorating, ongoing conversation about our experiences in art and in life. These evenings are times of inspiration,
honing our craft of clear vision and communication, enriching our photographic pursuits. This is the measure of our success.
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Rush Hour, by Mandeep Bal

Images Shown, October 6:

Rhonda Starr Carm Griffin
Orbiting the Earth H2O Drops on Screen
Nick Janushewski Leif Petersen

Prickly Barrel Beach Lights

Dass Paul Yi
Portrait of an Indian Man Sunrise at Lake Superior
Katherine Keates Laurence Sitwell
Pushkar Pilgrim Have a Seat
AviCohen Mandeep Badl
Monolith Rush Hour
Matthew Robertson Doris Woudenberg
Sentinels Study-of-Circles
AllanFlage Mort Shapiro
To Gaze and Wonder Stacked
Judy Griffin Luba Citrin
Gear Parts Lake Superior
Marie Algieri-Goldgrub Stephen Gilligan
A Sphere Is a Safe Place To Store Imagination If You Can See

Forget yourself. Become one with eternity. Become part of your environment.

—Yayori Kusama



2021-2022
Issue 4
for meeting of
October 20

One of most wonderful
things about India is the
kind and gentle people,
who for the most part
love to be photographed.

'This man was happy to
let me take his picture.

Above:
Portrait of an Indian Man,
by Dass

Left: Pushkar Pilgrim,
by Katherine Keates

To see yourself, and for others to see you, is a form of validation.
I'm interested in that very mysterious and mystical way we relate to each other in the world.

— Mickalene Thomas
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Above: Monolith,
by Avi Coben

Left: to Gaze and Wonder,
by Allan Flagel

It reminds me of
one of my favourite
pastimes when I
was a young boy -

to lay down in a
field of tall grass
and watch the
clouds float by.

You are the sky. Everything else — it’s just the weather.
— Pema Chédrin
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Left:
Sunrise
at Lake
Superior,

by Paul Yi

Below:
Beach Lights,
by Leif Petersen
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Lake Superior on one of its calm
days from a calm bay. The sun was
already hanging over the sky but
didn't have much power. Wildfires
in the North brought smoke and
dust in the air, I could smell the
burning ashes on the water.

It was just a calm illusion on the
surface, deep in the water and in the
sky, something powerful is
happening right now.

The Aurora Borealis on one of the
beautiful, remote white sandy beaches in
the northern Norway's Lofoten Islands.

There was only one problem with getting
this shot while alone on the beach:

I ' was alone, with no one to share this awesome experience.

My favourite thing about being in nature is that I feel so small and kind of insignificant.
- Sigrid
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Above:
Hawve a Seat,
by Lawrence Sitwell

Right:
Orbiting the Earth,
by Rhonda Starr

Is it any wonder that no truly respectable society has ever trusted its artists?
— Ursula K. Le Guin
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Sentinels, by Matthew Robertson

The Homework Assignment
by Matthew Robertson

Our current online presentation has its drawbacks, but it also has advantages. One of those strengths
is that we have a preview gallery that lets us see all of the photographs several days before each
meeting, giving us plenty of time to prepare insightful and incisive comments.

Yet sometimes it seems as if we’re not taking full advantage of that.

It’s easy to gloss over the previews. Some photos will strike us immediately, so we don’t need to think
about them much. Others require a bit more effort to appreciate, which we... don’t always make. There
are many photos, and we know we’ll only comment on a few of them. So we stay satisfied with our
first impressions, or hope that we’re not called on, and improvise when caught out.

Not this time.

If you submit a photo for our next meeting then you will be responsible for the first comment on
another image. It will be assigned to you ahead of time, so you'll have ample opportunity to focus your
attention and form your thoughts. It’s a win-win: each photo is guaranteed a thoughtful review, and
each member will be able to bring their critiquing skills to a finely-honed point.

Of course, that’s only the first comment: you'll have plenty of opportunities to critique other photos,
including the chance to be volunteered on the spot. We're still the Focal Forum, after all, and having
great thoughts about photography is simply what we do.

Do your homework. Find your voice. Be authentic. And then dive in with purpose.

— Julie Foudy



