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At the Toronto Focal Forum we share a passion for the printed photograph: it’s our chosen means of creative expression,  
so we strive for artistic and technical excellence. Our candid print reviews are times for diverse work and different ideas,  

creating an invigorating, ongoing conversation about our experiences in art and in life. These evenings are times of inspiration, 
honing our craft of clear vision and communication, enriching our photographic pursuits. This is the measure of our success.

Our first meeting of the new season continues our online non-seal meeting format, 
which we expect to continue through to the winter at the earliest.  
As our President and inaugural moderator, Dass served admirably, welcoming us 
back with panache and humour after our summer break. Twenty images graced our 
screens as twenty-six members gathered virtually, giving us plenty to discuss over 
the course of the evening. 
Dass reminds us of our focus on insight instead of praise. No one has difficulty 
being honest about photos that they like, so the emphasis is to bring that same 
honesty to the photos, and aspects of photos, that we like… less. We remember that 
comments are only one person’s opinion about one particular image, and that we 
can learn more from what doesn’t work than what does.  
It’s all part of our striving for artistic and technical excellence, which we pursue 
whether we show our work as prints or on a screen.

Resting Under the Stars, by Mandeep Bal 

Upcoming Meetings 

September 22 
Marie 

October 6 
Leif 

October 20 
Matthew 

November 3 
Michael
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As artists, we are eternally heartbroken. 
– Stefani Germanotta

Allan Flagel 
Storefront Shadows 

B Dass  
Nap Time 

Paul Yi  
Going To Unknown 

RhondaStarr 
Sweeping Motion 

Doris Woudenberg  
Travelin Man 

Leif Petersen  
Girls on the Bus 

Marie Algieri-Goldgrub  
Upon a Pillow of Golden Thread 

Ross Stockwell  
Primordial Mood 

Judy Griffin  
Inchmahome Chapter House Window 

Steve Rees  
Parked

Gunkholing, by Lawrence Sitwell 

Laurence Sitwell  
Gunkholing 

Tom Yates  
Coming Soon 

Mandeep Bal  
Resting Under the Stars 

Nick Janushewski  
Fresnel Diffraction 

Kas Stone  
Rising From the Wreckage 

MortShapiro  
End of Summer 

Marvin Cooper  
Starting School 

Carm Griffin  
Zion Wall and Field 

Katherine Keates  
Frosted Layers 

Avi Cohen  
Beautiful Light

Images Shown, September 8:
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Sometimes you need to sit lonely on the floor in a quiet room in order to hear your own voice  
and not let it drown in the noise of others. 

– Charlotte Eriksson

Beautiful Light, by Avi Cohen 



I find the streets relaxing. If I get stuck while writing or working on a project, I grab my camera  
and walk my neighbourhood. Even on days where I only take 1 shot I still return home feeling good. 

– Tayla Adams
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Parked, by Steve Rees 

2021-2022 Executive Update 

With regrets Guy has withdrawn as Membership Director. Mandeep has graciously agreed to take on 
this role, making your new Toronto Focal Forum Executive:

Marie Algieri-Goldgrub - Print Director 
Mandeep Bal - Membership Director 
Matthew Robertson - Newsletter 
Stephen Gilligan - Past President

President -B Dass 
Vice President - Leif Petersen  

Tresurer - Nick Janushewski 
Secretary - Craig Lauder 

We thank both Guy and Mandeep for their willingness to undertake this important task. Serving on the 
Executive is an integral part of membership, and we appreciate everyone who volunteers their time and 
energy to make the Toronto Focal Forum possible.
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Pay attention. It's all about paying attention. attention is vitality.  
It connects you with others. It makes you eager. Stay eager. 

– Susan Sontag

Girls on the Bus, by Leif Petersen 

While on a photo tour through Rajasthan, India, I got this shot from our bus window 
as the other bus was passing us.  
This was the beginning of Diwali, so India was on the move with people traveling to 
celebrate the Festival of Lights with their families and friends. What were the woman 
and young girl thinking as they passed us? Damn tourists!!

focalforum.ca/digital

http://www.focalforum.ca/digital.html
http://www.focalforum.ca/digital.html
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Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world. 
– Nelson Mandela

Back to School, by Marvin Cooper 



Rising From the Wreckage, by Kas Stone 
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Why am I begging you, who parades your suffering over the ruins like a king  
in order to ensure that you will never be touched deeply, you who are always laughing. 

– Kathy Acker



Snapshots is on the web! 
visit focalforum.ca/snapshots
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That's what I'm interested in: the space in between,  
the moment of imagining what is possible and yet not knowing what that is. 

– Julie Mehretu

Frosted Layers, by Katherine Keates 

http://www.focalforum.ca/snapshots
http://www.focalforum.ca/snapshots

