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At the Toronto Focal Forum we share a passion for the printed photograph: it’s our chosen means of creative expression, 

so we strive for artistic and technical excellence. Our candid print reviews are times for diverse work and diff erent ideas, 


creating an invigorating, ongoing conversation about our experiences in art and in life. Th ese evenings are times of inspiration, 
honing our craft of clear vision and communication, enriching our photographic pursuits. Th is is the measure of our success.

Th e last meeting was a great success 
with 18 members in attendance. We 
were thrilled to welcome our newest 
member, Glenn Saunders, who 
brought his unique take on "Watch 
the Time", an image composed of 
antique family heirloom pocket 
watches making up the faces of a 
clock. Th e room was filled with 
prints of all sizes, shapes, and subject 
matter, as 15 members brought their 
best work to share with the group.

Marie presented her series of 10 
images titled, "Love and Lovers in 
the Garden", which explores the 
themes of love, loss, and connection 
through the imagery of flowers. 
Th ese images were part of the 
Scotiabank Contact Photography 
Festival in 2021. Her images were 
thought-provoking, and sparked a 
lively discussion among the group.

Leif kept us all on track, ensuring 
that we ordered dinner on time and 
covered the business aspects of the 
meeting while we finished our meal. 
No time was wasted! Marvin was a 
marvellous moderator, who expertly 
moved us along, ensuring that we 
gave thoughtful commentary on 
each image.

In the end, 9 images were awarded a 
gold and 6 a silver, demonstrating 
that our members are truly putting 
their best images forward. It was a 
great turn out, and we can't wait for 
our next meeting to see what new 
and inspiring work our members 
will share with the group. -magMorning, Day, Evening, by Marina Leyderman 
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Th e best way to experience art is to experience it. Not to spend your time debating if every shot or sentence 

or lyric is necessary. What is the point of a flower in a painting? What is the necessary number of verses in a song?


Ð Lincoln Michel

Marie Algieri-Goldgrub 

The Fleeting Beauty of Cherry Blossoms [S]


Luba Citrin

Untitled [G] 


Marvin Cooper

Waiting for the Big One [G] 


Dass

Sailor's Knot [G] 


Allan Flagel

Early Morning Stakeout [G] 


Carm Griffin

After the Storm - Lee Ferry [G] 


Judy Griffin

Storm Brewing [G] 


Images Shown, March 15: Christine Kobielski

The Graduate, Picasso Style [G] 


Marina Leyderman

Morning, Day, Evening [G] 


Leif Petersen

Lift Off [S] 


Glenn Saunders

Watch the Time [S] 


Steve Rees

Universal [S] 


Laurence Sitwell

Nostalgia in the Garden [S] 


Stephen Starkman

Untitled [G] 


Paul Yi

Autumn Frost At Madawaska River [S]

Untitled, by Luba Citrin 



Upcoming Meetings


April 5

Craig 


April 19 AGM

Dass


May 3 Banquet

Stephen Gilligan
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Life is pain, highness. 

Anyone who says diff erently is selling something. 


Ð William Goldman

Above: Watch the Time, by Glenn Saunders


Left: Th e Fleeting Beauty of Cherry Blossoms, 

by Marie Algieri-Goldgrub 

I wanted to come up with a method of 
displaying my watches without having a 
display case. I came up with idea to display 
through photography in an interesting 
manner. I placed my grandfather watch as 
the center hub. Th is is a unique watch case 
and represents a unique man. My father’s 
watch is placed at the 12 o’clock position 
representing the head of the family.

I have thought that I would remove the 
hands and replace them with a real clock 
movement and hang it on the wall as a 
functioning time piece. 

Th anks for the comments and I hope that 
you enjoyed my image.
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You only fantasize about princes when you’ve never seen one.

Ð Charlie Jane Anders

Left: 

Early Morning 
Stakeout,

by Allan Flagel 


Below Left: 

Waiting for the 
Big One, 

by Marvin Cooper 


Below:

Sailor's Knot,

by Dass

7am, 
watching 
and waiting.
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Have no fear of perfection; you'll never reach it.

Ð Marie Curie

Critiquing Course 

by Dass


Critiquing is at the core of what we do in the Forum. Some people are naturally gifted at assessing images, 
the rest of us are not. But it is a skill that can be learned and developed, and it is incumbent on all of us to 
do the work. 

I recently found a 4 lesson course called ‘Th e Craft of Photo Critiques: How to Give Meaningful Insights 
on Photography’ by Daniel Gregory. It’s on KelbyOne which is a subscription photographic education site. 
Th e course is available as a lifetime purchase for $29.99 US. or you can sign up as a member for $19.99 
USD per month. If you elect to do the monthly subscription you have access to over 900 courses. But wait, 
there’s more; Lesson 1 of the course, 29 # minutes, is available free as a course preview and is full of useful 
information, it is well worth watching. Both Steven Starkman and I thought it excellent. 

https://members.kelbyone.com/course/dgregory-photo-critiques/ 



2022-2023

Issue 14


for meeting of

April 5

In a world like this one, only the random makes sense. 

Ð Libba Bray

Above:

Universal, 


by Steve Rees 


Right:

Nostalgia in the Garden,


by Laurence Sitwell 
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Th e lack of a camera was going to make this awkward, at least for me.

Ð Martha Wells

A Trip to Th e ROM

by Leif Petersen 


On March 9th, 6 keen TFF members met at Th e ROM to take in the ‘Wildlife Photographer of the Year 2022’ 
exhibit, back for its 8th year at the museum. Th is exhibit, which is organized by the Natural History Museum, in 
London, England, includes almost 100 remarkable images from this year’s competition. 

Th is was my first trip to Th e ROM, so I was surprised to see that it was not an exhibit of prints, but each digital 
“photograph is back lit, providing exquisite quality and depth. Emotive, surprising glimpses of life on our planet 
are showcased through exceptional talent, technical expertise, and the perfectly captured moment.”

We took about an hour to wander through the exhibit, thoroughly enjoying the variety of wildlife images from 
photographers around the world, including several Canadians. 

Since we were already there and our admission price included the other exhibits, we also enjoyed the ‘Canadian 
Modern Exhibit’, just across the hall. On the website, it is described as “…the latest ROM-original exhibition” 
and it was well worth the extra time we took. 

“Th is exhibition showcases one hundred examples of culturally significant, limited-edition and mass-produced 
objects designed and crafted in Canada, and the stories of insight, experimentation, and innovation behind them.”

Check it out online: https://www.rom.on.ca/en/exhibitions-galleries/exhibitions/canadian-modern 

After leaving Th e ROM, we walked the few blocks to enjoy lunch at Hemingway’s, at 142 Cumberland St. One 
person is missing in the photo below…Dass, the photographer.

All-in-all, it was an excellent outing. Th e 2 exhibits were well worth the price of admission and the lunch was 
excellent; however, the best part was getting together face-to-face outside of a Focal Forum meeting and enjoying 
each other’s company on a more personal level. 


