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At the Toronto Focal Forum we share a passion for the printed photograph: it’s our chosen means of creative expression,  
so we strive for artistic and technical excellence. Our candid print reviews are times for diverse work and different ideas,  

creating an invigorating, ongoing conversation about our experiences in art and in life. ese evenings are times of inspiration, 
honing our craft of clear vision and communication, enriching our photographic pursuits. is is the measure of our success.

We started 2023 with a Stephen Gilligan double feature: first he was moderating 
our Wednesday meeting, and then leading a unique special meeting on ursday. 
is moderator training session brought together a vast range of experience and 
insight, and touched on every aspect of how our meetings happen.  
Fortunately this training session was recorded, and Stephen has also generously 
provided his notes as a downloadable PDF handout. Our website has a private 
page with the video and notes, so check your email or contact your nearest 
member of the Executive for this information. It’s highly recommended for any 
member, whether you are a moderator, showing a photo, or providing comments 
at one of our meetings. 

Upcoming Meetings 

January 18 
Laurence 

February 1 
Steve Rees 

February 15 
Jocelyn

Marsh Marigolds, by Laurence Sitwell 
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Oh, how I wish I could make those who see my work feel the splendours and terrors of the night!  
One ought to be able to make people hear the songs, the silences, and murmurings of the air.  

ey should feel the infinite. 
– Jean-François Millet

Stephen Starkman 
Portrait 

Laurence Sitwell 
Marsh Marigolds 

B Dass 
Sunset on Water 

Kas Stone 
Great Aspirations 

Allan Flagel 
Holiday Sink 

Paul Yi 
Happy New Year 

Matthew Robertson 
Awareness Is Beyond Concepts 

Christine Kobielski 
Ethan's Magical Kingdom 

Leif Petersen 
Chrome & Black 

Tom Yates 
1751 

Marie Algieri-Goldgrub 
Following the Leader 

Doris Woudenberg 
An Unfurling

Images Shown, January 4:

Sunset on Water, by B Dass

October 1, 2022; Kincardine, Ontario.
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ere's nothing more extraordinary than reality. 
– Mary Ellen Mark

Top Left: 
Holiday Sink, 
by Allan Flagel  

Top Right: 
1751, 
by Tom Yates  

Left: 
Happy New Year, 
by Paul Yi 
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Both the thing that is seen and the way that the artist sees it are already corrupted with art.  
ey are neither pure seeing nor are they pure acts of thinking and appropriation. 

– Kirk Varnedoe

Above: 
Black and Chrome, 

by Leif Petersen  

Right: 
Awareness is Beyond Concepts, 

by Matthew Robertson 
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Such a marvel, the tenacity of the buds to surge with life every spring, to greet the lengthening days  
and warming weather with exuberance, no matter what hardships were brought by winter. 

– Suzanne Simard

Above: 
Great Aspirations, 

by Kas Stone  

Right: 
Portrait, 

presented by Stephen Starkman  
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Gardens and children need the same things – patience, love and someone who will never give up on them. 
– Nicolette Sowder

Above:  
An Unfurling, 
by Doris Woudenberg  

Left:  
Ethan's Magical Kingdom, 
by Christine Kobielski 


