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At the Toronto Focal Forum we share a passion for the printed photograph: it’s our chosen means of creative expression,  
so we strive for artistic and technical excellence. Our candid print reviews are times for diverse work and different ideas,  

creating an invigorating, ongoing conversation about our experiences in art and in life. ese evenings are times of inspiration, 
honing our craft of clear vision and communication, enriching our photographic pursuits. is is the measure of our success.

As David Stone once wrote, “e success of a meeting depends to a large extent 
on the quality of the discussion rather than on the quality of the photographs.”  
Teaching is the best way to learn, and moderating is the best way to connect to 
the photographs and the Forum. For our 2023 restart, Stephen Gilligan will be 
doing both. In addition to moderating our Wednesday meeting, Stephen will be 
conducting a special Moderator Training Session on ursday, January 5, at 2pm.  
Every Forum member should moderate at least one meeting, and this training is 
encouraged for all. It will take place via zoom, using our regular meeting link. 
Please refer to your email for more information, and contact Marie to confirm 
your attendance.

Upcoming Meetings 

January 4 
Stephen Gilligan 

January 18 
Laurence 

February 1 
Steve Rees

Wood and Paint, by Stephen Gilligan 
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Teachings come from everywhere when you open yourself to them.  
at’s the trick of it really, to open yourself to everything and everything opens itself to you. 

– Richard Wagamese

Marina Leyderman 
Finding my Way 

Paul Yi  
Life 

Marvin Cooper 
Below Zero 

Stephen Gilligan  
Wood and Paint 

Rhonda Starr 
Black Swan 

Allan Flagel 
Wednesday Morning 3 AM 

Craig Lauder  
Zambian Market 

Judy Griffin 
Balance 

Christine Kobielski  
In the Wall 

Leif Petersen  
The Tipping Point 

Marie Algieri-Goldgrub 
Tradition and Modernity Coexist 

Mort Shapiro  
Beach Day 

Laurence Sitwell  
Domes 

Doris Woudenberg 
Instability 

Tom Yates 
7662 

CARM GRIFFIN 
PANEL TRUCK SIDEWALL

Images Shown, November 30:

Wednesday Morning 3 AM, by Allan Flagel 

No, I didn't stay up to take this photo. I just happened to go 
downstairs to shut off a light that I had forgotten. is interesting 
pattern was formed on our kitchen sliding door verticals by the 
new brighter street lights and the stop light at the corner. So of 
course I had to fetch my camera! I also couldn't resist borrowing 
the title of one of my favourite Simon & Garfunkel songs.
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Maybe the reason everything exists to end in a photograph  
is because this world isn't equipped to offer something more meaningful. 

– Alicia Elliott

Above: 
Life, 

by Paul Yi  

Right: 
7662, 

by Tom Yates 

A small branch of 
pine needles on a 
fallen trunk. From 
the shape of the 
trunk, one can 
guess that the pine 
has fallen on the 
sandy ground 
decades if not 
hundreds years ago. 
Salute to life in the 
harsh environment!
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My mother told me to be a lady.  
And for her, that meant be your own person, be independent. 

– Ruth Bader Ginsberg

Top Left: 
Black Swan, 
by Rhonda Starr  

Top Right: 
Domes, 
by Laurence Sitwell  

Left: 
Tradition and Modernity Coexist, 
by Marie Algieri-Goldgrub 
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It should be obvious that we cannot solve a crisis with the same methods that got us into it in the first place. 
– Greta unberg

Above: 
Below Zero, 
by Marvin Cooper  

Left: 
Beach Day, 
by Mort Shapiro 
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If all that's going on in your scenes is what's going on in your scenes, think about it a long time. 
– William Goldman

Above: 
Zambian Market, 
by Craig Lauder  

Left: In e Wall, 
by Christine Kobielski 



2022-2023 
Issue 8 

for meeting of 
January 4

Nothing ever goes away until it has taught us what we need to know. 
– Pema Chödrön

Clockwise From Above: 

Instability,  
by Doris Woudenberg  

Balance, 
by Judy Griffin  

e Tipping Point, 
by Leif Petersen 


