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At the Toronto Focal Forum we share a passion for the printed photograph: it’s our chosen means of creative expression,  
so we strive for artistic and technical excellence. Our candid print reviews are times for diverse work and different ideas,  

creating an invigorating, ongoing conversation about our experiences in art and in life. These evenings are times of inspiration, 
honing our craft of clear vision and communication, enriching our photographic pursuits. This is the measure of our success.

Marie will be reprising her role as our moderator for our final regular meeting 
of 2022. There’s no theme or specific request for this meeting, but her work 
reminds us that small details can create powerful and meaningful differences in 
an image. This extends to the title, where even subtle changes in nuance and 
connotation can have a significant influence. Keep these thoughts in mind when 
selecting the photograph that you will show for the last time this year. 
And we will also enjoy a special meeting to end the season, with guest presenter 
John Barclay joining us on a special night, Friday, December 16. This promises 
to be an enlightening and inspiring way for us to go into our winter break.

Upcoming Meetings 

November 30 
Marie 

Friday, December 16 
John Barclay 

January 4 
Stephen Gilligan

Hanging On, by Marie Algieri-Goldgrub 

https://johnbarclayphotography.com
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The house swallowed the sound immediately,  
because it was a house that knew how to stay quiet. 

– Sarah Gailey

Judy Griffin 
Grand Manan 

Rhonda Starr 
Passage 

Christine Kobielski 
Curves in the Square 

Leif Petersen  
Climbing 

Laurence Sitwell 
Architect's Design 

Luba Citrin 
Abandoned 

Stephen Starkman 
Untitled 

Marie Algieri-Goldgrub 
Hang On 

Tom Yates 
8857 

Nick Janushewski 
Gold Into Silver 

Dass 
Winter 

Carm Griffin  
Fire Watcher 

Doris Woudenberg 
Man Vs Nature 

Allan Flagel 
From the Window 

Mort Shapiro  
My Place 

Paul Yi 
They Are Coming 

Marvin Cooper 
Cornered

Images Shown, November 16:

Cornered, by Marvin Cooper 
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You all know there is nothing stronger than a broken woman who has rebuilt herself. 
– Hannah Gadsby

Above: 
Climbing, 

by Leif Petersen  

Right: 
Passage, 

by Rhonda Starr 
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Let’s talk about the world. Who said it can’t be saved?  
Chances are they’re people who are essentially okay with things staying as they are. 

– Samit Basu

Top Left: 
Fire Watcher, 
by Carm Griffin  

Top Right: 
From the Window, 
by Allan Flagel  

Left: 
8857, 
by Tom Yates 



2022-2023 
Issue 7 

for meeting of 
November 30

We celebrate the tree that stretches to the sky,  
but it is the ground we should ultimately thank. 

– Becky Chambers

Above: 
Winter, by Dass 

Left: 
Stephen Starkman 
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Don’t shoot what it looks like. Shoot what it feels like. 
– David Alan Harvey

Top Left: 
My Place, 

by Mort Shapiro  

Top Right: 
Curves in the Square, 
by Christine Kobielski  

Right: 
Man vs Nature, 

by Doris Woudenberg 
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Unless you photograph what you love, you’re not going to make good art. 
– Sally Mann

Top: They are Coming, by Paul Yi  
Left: Architect's Design, by Laurence Sitwell  

Right: Grand Manan, by Judy Griffin 
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I created my program “Dream • Believe • Create” to reflect my artistic journey. 
I began my journey with few skills, but aspired to be better.  I watched and 
learned, gained a bit of confidence, and then began to see photography not 
only as a reflection of the world around me, but also as the representation of 
the reality inside me. My photographic journey freed me to create what was 
uniquely mine. Being genuinely aware of the beauty around me as I look 
through my lens feeds my soul and brings me great joy.  I encourage the 
participants in my workshops to share that journey and discover the artist 
residing inside each of them.

“John Barclay is one heck of a photographer, both creatively and technically. 
Beyond and above that however, John is one of the best teachers on the planet.” 
Dewitt Jones – Professional Photographer – National Geographic

John Barclay 
Guest Presentation, Friday, December 16


