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Life in the Desert, by Marvin Cooper

For meeting number six Stephen Gilligan took us through seventeen images, asking
us to pay particular attention to the conceptual perspective of the photographer
when they were creating their work. We each have a unique starting point. e time
period when our photos are created, our place in the surrounding culture, and how
those shape our personal experiences are all a part of what we can bring to our
creativity. Understanding this foundation is a key part of creating personally
signi cant images and avoiding derivative in uences.
We are also very pleased to use this meeting to o cially welcome our newest
member, Marina Leyderman. Having impressed us as a guest for the previous two
meetings, we are all looking forward to her unique contributions as an ongoing part
of the Focal Forum.

Upcoming Meetings
December 1
Steve Rees
December 15
Guest: Richard Martin
Winter Break
January 5
Leif
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At the Toronto Focal Forum we share a passion for the printed photograph: it’s our chosen means of creative expression,
so we strive for artistic and technical excellence. Our candid print reviews are times for diverse work and di erent ideas,
creating an invigorating, ongoing conversation about our experiences in art and in life. ese evenings are times of inspiration,
honing our craft of clear vision and communication, enriching our photographic pursuits. is is the measure of our success.
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Old Olive grove, by Avi Cohen

Allan Flagel
Rainbow Dreams
Michael Anderson
Shoeshine Man
Marina Leyderman
Do Not Touch
Rhonda Starr
Dance in Motion
Marie Algieri-Goldgrub
A Sphere Of Abstract Fall Ivy
Dass
Southwest Sunset
Leif Petersen
Tulip Bulb

Images Shown, November 17:
Darcy Rector
Colour Co-Ordinated
Nick Janushewski
62 Horses
Sue Curtis
Down a Country Lane
Vincent Sheridan
Approaching Storm
Avi Cohen
Old Olive Grove
Katherine Keates
End of Day Prayers

Marvin Cooper
Life in the Desert
Paul Yi
Night Sky Intruders
Stephen Gilligan
Carbon Capture Reservoir With
Regenerating Solar Panels
Tom Yates
3561
Guy St Louis
Freedom
Paul Yi
Night Sky Intruders

e older I grow, the more I distrust the familiar doctrine that age brings wisdom.
– Henry Louis Mencken
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Above: Dance in Motion,
by Rhonda Starr
Left: Shoeshine Man,
by Michael Anderson

Taken in a very public square
in San Miguel pre-pandemic.
e shoeshine man was there
every day but he was invisible
to passers-by. His interaction
with people was limited to
what he did to their shoes.
I watched him a lot, and could
see how much pride he took
in his work.

Understand this if you understand nothing: it is a powerful thing to be seen.
– Akwaeke Emezi

Do Not Touch, by Marina Leyderman

End of Day Prayers, by Katherine Keates

Moderator’s Guidance for December 1
from Steve Rees
is season’s moderators have guided us through thoughtful discussions about our images. In each case, they
suggested ways to comment on images in a useful, meaningful and above all, honest way.
For the nal (o cial) meeting of 2021, I hope to continue this ne work. If one of the previous approaches
resonates with you (e.g. Michael’s perspective of the editor, or Steve Gilligan’s notion of time/culture/experience,
etc.) then feel free to use it. If you really want to say you “like” or “don't like” an image, that’s ne - but please be
prepared to back that up with reasons why you feel the way you do. Tell us what you think - but please do try to
be succinct, so we can hear from as many people as possible. And if you feel strongly that your perspective hasn't
been heard (perhaps you were unmuted but weren't called on, for example), please feel free to brie y speak up &
interject (not ‘interrupt', exactly) at the end of discussion, when I’ll try to leave a bit of a pause before we move on
to the next image.
Opinions that are at odds with the group are always welcome.
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To hear with a feminist ear is to hear who is not heard, how we are not heard.
– Sara Ahmed
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One of the owers
lighting up our garden
this spring, after the
dark winter.

Above: Tulip Bulb,
by Leif Petersen
Right: Night Sky Intruders,
by Paul Yi

I was on a paddle trip and camped
on a rocky shore. In the middle of
night, I tried to capture the milky
way but didn't realize there was
something in the view nder.

fi

fl

You've got to work with your mistakes until they look intended. Understand?
– Raymond Carver

I shot this amazing
sunset in Socorro
New Mexico, after
an evening shoot at
Bosque del Apache.

Above: Southwest Sunset,
by Dass
Left: A Sphere of Abstract Fall Ivy,
by Marie Algieri-Goldgrub

I have a habit of making circles
with whatever is in front of me.
Usually it’s whatever is left over
on my plate, pieces of a jigsaw
puzzle or a ower arrangement.
is habit has been creeping up
into my photography more and
more lately. is image was
created from an image of ivy
leaves in autumn.
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Karma is action. It is cause and e ect.
ere is no uncaused action nor is there any action without e ect.
– Baba Hari Dass
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My intent here was to create
something joyful and interesting.
is Triptix is a composite of
three images: most of the colour
comes from a sofa in the hotel
lobby; the red spot is a candle in
a square lantern sitting on a
white wicker table by the pool;
nally this is surrounded by
swirling mini lights wrapped
around nearby palm trees.

Above: Rainbow Dreams,
by Allan Flagel
Left: Colour Co-ordinated,
by Darcy Rector

It is a subtle skill,
to remain appreciably steady amid the forces of drift and gravity,
to be neither rising nor falling.
– Kyo Maclear

2021-2022
Issue 7
for meeting of
December 1

photograph courtesy Richard Martin

Guest Speaker, December 15: Richard Martin
an announcement from Dass
Last December we decided to take advantage of having our meetings on Zoom by hosting a
guest speaker. We received a lot of positive feedback about this approach, so we are going to
be welcoming a guest speaker again this year. Our regularly scheduled meetings end
December 1; we have decided to add an extra, bonus meeting, on Wednesday December 15.
We are happy and excited to tell you that Canadian photographer Richard Martin has agreed
to give us a presentation. If you are unfamiliar with Richard, I found this quote online:
A long-time contributor to Photo Life magazine, Richard pursues photography as a medium of
visual expression. He shares his enthusiasm, creative vision and passion for the medium through
annual photography workshops and tours around the world, where he inspires his students to open
new creative doors to nd their own creative spirit.
You can view more of his work in the gallery section of his website:
Richard Martin Photo
Please join us for an enlightening and entertaining evening.
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One of the unique properties of photography that excites me is its spontaneity, its ability to capture a transient moment.
A moment of discovery becomes a moment of rediscovery when the subject is viewed through the lens.
In this way photography becomes a simultaneous act of intuition, feeling and recording.
– Richard Martin

