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At the Toronto Focal Forum we share a passion for the printed photograph: it’s our chosen means of creative expression,  
so we strive for artistic and technical excellence. Our candid print reviews are times for diverse work and different ideas,  

creating an invigorating, ongoing conversation about our experiences in art and in life. These evenings are times of inspiration, 
honing our craft of clear vision and communication, enriching our photographic pursuits. This is the measure of our success.

The twenty photos that we enjoyed for our sixth meeting of the year were 
engaging and exploratory. We had two images taken with cell phones, and two 
with pinhole cameras; two from the nearness of our gardens, and two from the 
distance of Iceland. Our twenty-four members in attendance nominated many 
different photographs for their personal choice of ‘best of the night’. 
As our moderator Dass asked us to consider whether the photographs we saw 
were “of something” or if they were “about something”. We were also reminded 
that it’s always possible to see something of the maker in each image, as we 
each bring our own combination of techniques and approaches to the subjects 
that catch our unique interests. It was a powerful reminder that every image 
contains its maker, and each understanding of those images always includes 
the perspective of the viewer.

Roof of the AGO, by Stephen Gilligan 

Upcoming Meetings 

December 2 
Stephen Gilligan 

December 16 
Special Meeting  
with guest speaker 
Cole Thompson 

Winter Break 
See you January 6!
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What anyone else thinks about your art is none of your business. 
– Cole Thompson

Allan Flagel 
Fall Pattern 

Dass 
Awning 

Leif Petersen 
Inner Glow 

Matthew Robertson 
Street Photography 

Nick Janushewski 
Orchestra 

Tom Yates 
Rainscape 

Bruce Macaulay 
Remembering Races Won 

Doris Woudenberg 
Reaching 

Lawrence Sitwell 
No Title 

Marie Algieri-Goldgrub 
Golden Touch 

Marvin Cooper 
In My Garden 

Michael Anderson 
Early Spring in Iceland 

Paul Yi 
Dream Has No Colour

Images Shown,  
November 18

In My Garden, by Marvin Cooper 

Darcy Rector 
Surfing in Munchen 

Judy Griffin 
Junk Yard Art 

Rhonda Starr 
In the Sink 

Guy St. Louis 
Older Model

Jocelyn Ubaldino 
Vikurkirkja Church Surrounded 

by Lupine, Iceland 

Mandeep Bal 
Yearning 

Stephen Gilligan 
The Roof of the AGO
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Tell the truth, or someone will tell it for you. 
– Stephanie Klein

This image was part of a self-
assignment during two trips, far off 
the beaten track, into the 
American Southwest deserts and 
LA. My objective was twofold. In 
the deserts, I wanted to find and 
document those unusual 
individuals who still reside in those 
“ghost towns” that are seldom 
ventured into by the average 
person. In the area of Los Angeles, 
I documented the “street people” 
those overlooked or unnoticed 
souls that live among the 
population yet are unseen.  
My goal was to do more than only 
take photographs but, when 
possible, to engage my subjects in 
conversation and discover 
something about them as a person. 
None of my images were “setups” 
but taken during our conversations, 
at the moment that I felt best 
captured the person's persona or 
told of their plight.

Remembering Races Won 
in his Home-Built Racecar, 
by Bruce Macaulay 



2020-2021 
Issue 7 

for meeting of 
December 2

The good thing about saying “it’s beautiful” of a work of art  
is that when you say that you aren’t saying anything. 

– Susan Sontag

Above: Awning, by Dass 

Left: Vikurkirkja 
Church Surrounded by 
Lupine, Iceland 
by Jocelyn Ubaldino
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We are all adventurers here, I suppose, and wild doings in wild countries appeal to us as nothing else could do.  
It is good to know that there remain wild corners of this dreadfully civilised world. 

– Robert Falcon Scott

A Trip Down Under… Waaaay Down Under 
by Leif Petersen 

On February 20, 2020, I embarked on a trip that has been on my bucket list for many years: Antarctica. With 
this trip under my belt, I have now set foot on all seven continents. In my wildest dreams, I never imagined that 
I would be saying that! 
Along with 26 other southern Ontario photographers, I signed up for this trip through London, Ontario based 
Photo Tour Trekkers (www.phototourtrekkers.com). This was Trekkers’ inaugural trip to the Antarctic and I was 
very excited to be part of the adventure. 
First, some information about 
Antarctica: it is not a country, so 
it has no government. The 
continent is set aside as a 
scientific preserve and is 
governed internationally through 
the Antarctic Treaty. The 12 
signatory countries control the 
continent’s tourism – number of 
ships, size of ships, number of 
people, etc. I enjoyed this trip 
immensely, but I couldn’t help but 
think that, despite the controls, 
we really do leave a huge 
footprint.
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Polar exploration is at once the cleanest and most isolated way of having a bad time which has been devised. 
– Apsley Cherry-Garrard 

The route: Toronto > Santiago, Chile > Buenos Aires > Ushuaia, Argentina, a former penal colony and the 
southern most city in the world. We boarded the MS Midnattsol, of the Norwegian Hurtigruten line, late in 
the afternoon. I’ve been on the Midnatsol a couple of times cruising through northern Norway’s fjords to my 
home town in the Lofoten Islands. 
We left the dock at 7:00 PM on day 3, sailed through the Beagle Channel and into the Drake Passage. 
Throughout the night, I was aware of the ship climbing the 9 meter waves and then coming down with a 
smack – we were experiencing the ‘Drake Shake’ as opposed to the ‘Drake Lake’.  
Approaching the South Shetland Islands at the northern end of the Antarctic Peninsula, the sea was calm. 

Standing on deck, I was photographically awestruck 
with the spectacular mountains and glaciers. Arriving 
at Deception Island, which is actually a ring around a 
flooded caldera of an active volcano, we sailed through 
Neptune’s Bellows under blue skies and into the very 
tranquil Pendulum Cove. After anchoring, we loaded 
into Zodiacs for our first Antarctic landing. 
Plans for any Antarctic voyage are subject to change 
due to rapidly changing weather and ice conditions. 
Despite the fact that we had excellent weather over 
the next 7 days, the Captain had to backtrack a few 
times due to floating ice and icebergs blocking straits 
and channels. Regardless, we were all thrilled that the 
plans for 2 outings every day, a tour and a landing, 
were never changed.
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I am just going outside and may be some time. 
– Captain Lawrence Edward Grace Oates

The landings: Danco Island, Wiencke Island - Damoy Point and Port Lockroy, Paradise Bay - Gonzales 
Videla Chilean Base, Petermann Island, Charlotte Bay - Portal Point, Rongè Island… an epic last day. Two of 
the landings were on the continent vs. islands. 
The photographs: penguins (Gentoo, Chinstrap and Adélie), whales (Humpback, Minke and Orca - 72 
sightings!), seals (Fur, Crabeater and Leopard), sea lions, shags, skuas, spectacular mountains, glaciers and 
icebergs, reflections, ‘watermelon’ snow, colourful sunrises and sunsets 
I arrived home on March 6th, after traveling through 4 international airports, just beating the Covid 19 
shutdown on March 17th. 
It’s impossible to adequately describe this adventure in a newsletter article, but I will say that, of the 30 
countries I’ve traveled to over the past 40 years, this was the most fulfilling in terms of nature and overall 
‘spectacularness’ – it’s a new word! For a more complete description of the experience, with a full gallery of 
photographs, please visit my website 
blog: http://leifpetersen.ca/category/
the-antarctic-my-7th-continent/ 
Also, click on this youtube link to see 
how excited the locals are about 
Hurtigruten coming to Antarctica. 
https://youtu.be/DBsE1GJn5j8 
My last thought: I had to laugh to 
myself recently when it crossed my 
mind that I’ve skied in Dubai and now 
I’ve sat in a hot tub in the Antarctic…
and I wore a touque in both. Wow!

https://youtu.be/DBsE1GJn5j8
https://youtu.be/DBsE1GJn5j8
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I wanted things that I couldn't at times articulate. 
– Helen Frankenthaler

Above: 
Yearning, 

by Mandeep Bal  

Right: 
Inner Glow, 

by Leif Petersen 
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I never paint dreams or nightmares. I paint my own reality. 
– Frida Kahlo

Dream Has No Colour, by Paul Yi. Above: Final image. Top left: Original image.

Original photo was of water reflection at Harbourfront Centre. I like the pattern with the iron grid underneath. 
But I wanted it to be more abstract so I flipped it over and made a B&W. But that seemed to me still too realistic, 
so I tried different art filters and finally set with a colour-pencil filter even though the photo has no color.  
As I recall, "Dream has no colour”.
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Contrary to popular opinion, time is not an old white-haired man, but a laughing child. And time sings. 
– Vera Nazarian

If I ever moved to the Caribbean I would really miss our four seasons here in southern 
Ontario, even though some are short and fleeting (spring and fall) and some are long and 
tedious (winter and construction). This image illustrates one of my yearly joys every autumn.

Above: 
Fall Pattern,  
by Allan Flagel  

Left: 
No Title, 
by Lawrence Sitwell 
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If you don’t know where you are going, you might wind up someplace else. 
– Yogi Berra

Siena 2022  
Writing by Dass; photos by Leif Petersen  

There is an annual photography festival held in October/
November in Siena, Italy, in the heart of Tuscany. It 
includes a competition, which generates about 50,000 
entries from around the world. Leif and I, and our wives, 
are planning to spend a couple of weeks there in 2022, 
assuming Covid is under control, which I’m hoping by 
then will be. Anyone who's interested in spending some 
time there with us is more than welcome to come along. I 
think it will be an incredible experience with endless 
photo ops and a nice trip.  
We have not yet worked out any details yet but will 
probably rent accommodations in the town, or possibly a 
villa in the country. We will also rent a car and explore the 
countryside. Speak to Dass or Leif if it sounds appealing.  
Some information below from:  
https://festival.sienawards.com/en/category/events/  
“If you love photography, all lenses will be turned towards 
Siena and its “Siena Awards” Festival in October & 
November. The event, a tribute to visual art, is organized 
and divided into personal and collective exhibitions, 
workshops, photo-tours, seminars, conferences, 
projections, guided tours on the spot and many other 
events like the Award Ceremony which will conclude in 
“grand style” the Siena International Photo Award’s 2020 
Edition. We are talking about one of the most important 
international photography contests, with tens of 
thousands of images coming from 161 countries around 
the world. The “Siena Awards” will provide unique 
opportunities to deepen your photography skills thanks to 
the participation of important international 
photographers.”


