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At the Toronto Focal Forum we share a passion for the printed photograph: it’s our chosen means of creative expression,  
so we strive for artistic and technical excellence. Our candid print reviews are times for diverse work and different ideas,  

creating an invigorating, ongoing conversation about our experiences in art and in life. These evenings are times of inspiration, 
honing our craft of clear vision and communication, enriching our photographic pursuits. This is the measure of our success.

Break the Rules 
by Dass  

The compositional ‘rules’ of photography are a straitjacket to your creativity. If you 
think you have to compose your images according to someone else’s idea of what 
it correct you are not free to make your image in any way you want. Photography 
is art, and art has no rules. If Picasso, Van Gogh or Monet had kowtowed to the 
popular painting rules of the day, they would never have produced the 
masterpieces they did. We should feel free to create whatever we want. 
Our next meeting is on Thursday, October 6th. Out of necessity, we are breaking 
the Forum rule of meeting on Wednesday. It seems only fitting that members 
who want to should submit an image that breaks the traditional ‘rules’ of 
photography. Tilted horizons, subjects not on the thirds, people walking out of 
the frame, too much negative space: get creative and show us something we 
haven’t seen before. It should make for a fun and interesting discussion.

Upcoming Meetings 

Thursday October 6 
Dass 

October 19 
Stephen Starkman 

November 2 
Marie

The hummingbird waits, A moment of perfection. Who needs more than this; by Dass
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There is such a powerful eloquence in silence.  
True genius is knowing when to say nothing, to allow the experience, the moment itself,  

to carry the message, to say what needs to be said. 
– Richard Wagamese

Christine Kobielski 
Windows to the Soul  

Stephen Starkman 
Untitled  

B Dass 
The Hummingbird Waits,  
A Moment of Perfection.  

Who Needs More Than This. 

Paul Yi 
Moon Rise on Georgian Bay  

Allan Flagel 
Happy Frustration  

Rhonda Starr 
Lines and Curves  

Marvin Cooper 
Curves #1  

Tom Yates 
Poppy  

Nick Janushewski 
Hurricanes  

Stephen Gilligan 
South of Cow Head 2022  

Mort Shapiro 
Quiet Strength  

Images Shown, September 21:

Quiet Strength, by Mort Shapiro 
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You have to be careful with the stories you tell.  
And you have to watch out for the stories that you are told. 

– Thomas King

Above: 
Moon Rise on 
Georgian Bay, 

by Paul Yi  

Left: 
Untitled, 

by Stephen Starkman 
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Sometimes when you see something every day you forget its mystery. 
– Tracey Lindberg

Above: 
Windows to the Soul,  
by Christine Kobielski  

Left: 
Happy Frustration,, 
by Allan Flagel 
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Sometimes you risk everything for a life worth living,  
even if you're not the one that'll be alive to see it.  

– Cherie Dimaline

Left: 
Curves #1, 
by Marvin Cooper  

Below Left: 
Lines and Curves,  
by Rhonda Starr  

Below Right: 
Poppy, 
by Tom Yates 
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We are product of the immense torque that propels this universe.  
We are not individuals but a great accumulation of all that lived before. 

– Tanya Tagaq

When is a Photographer Also an Artist? 
by Christine Kobielski 

I didn’t know Ralph Brunner, but the slide show of his work and the tribute to him made me 
feel that I did know him at soul level. He had an intuitive knowing of what spoke to him and 
he was able to convey his inner vision, sometimes going to the far reaches of the earth for an 
opportunity to capture a sacred moment, the way he saw it. He preferred to do all his work in 
camera, dismissing the digital world and its implications. We can all admire his amazing 
results and his passion for the true craft. He was not only a skillful photographer but also an 
artist creating his vision of the world. 
Over the years I have watched great photographers and their approaches to their work. What 
they all have in common is an inner voice, a way of working, where the beauty of their inner 
world and outer world become one. Chasing after this intoxicating experience, becoming one 
with the creative process inside them, propels them forward. 
An artist is an artist, not from his choice of medium, but because he is guided from something 
within himself—an inner yearning so to speak.  
My choice of medium is the digital camera and a photo editing program, as it gives me the 
tools to express my inner world more fully. The camera acts as a window into my inner world 
and as the light hits the sensor of the camera, the stories that live within me begin to formulate 
in the light of consciousness and are brought to fullness in photoshop. 
Ralph Brunner’s life is over. What will happen to his beautiful work? Will it be lost in the big 
wide web? Will it be swallowed up by DALL-E or some other artificial intelligence program? 
What of our work; where will it go? Will artificial intelligence take all that we are away from 
us? DALL-E is coming. Should I be afraid that this program can do what I do in a matter of 
minutes? Should we be worried that this program, working with algorithms will steal our 
images from the web to create its own surrealistic images?  
I’m not worried because I am not focused on the result. I’m focused on the process of creating. 
In the end, that is all we have. It’s everything. Photography is my joy, my bliss. Creating stories 
with my images gives my life meaning.  
Ralph Brunner knew what he loved, and he continued to work in a way that gave meaning to 
his life. He lived his life fully, on his own terms, the way he wanted, following his bliss. What 
more can we ask for in life? Immortality?

Remember: Snapshots is your Toronto Focal Forum newsletter.  
Have something you want to share? Send it in! tffsnapshots@gmail.com


