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At the Toronto Focal Forum we share a passion for the printed photograph: it’s our chosen means of creative expression,  
so we strive for artistic and technical excellence. Our candid print reviews are times for diverse work and different ideas,  

creating an invigorating, ongoing conversation about our experiences in art and in life. These evenings are times of inspiration, 
honing our craft of clear vision and communication, enriching our photographic pursuits. This is the measure of our success.

Moderator’s Instructions for September 21 
from Paul Yi  

I always wish an image has a subject that is beautiful. So here is what I want to 
see and hear about an image: 
 “An image should have a subject/message that is beautifully presented and reflecting 
the maker's own interpretation.” 
The maker has the option of revealing what the subject and/or message in their 
image is, either as an opening remark or as a closing statement. I would also like 
to hear what moved the maker to take and make the photo. 
I would like to hear from viewers what subject / message and beauty they saw or 
felt, from their own experience and judgement. 

Upcoming Meetings 

September 21 
Paul 

Thursday October 6 
Dass 

October 19 
Stephen Starkman

Untitled, by Stephen Starkman 
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You and I – we’re just atoms that arranged themselves the right way,  
and we can understand that about ourselves.  

Is that not amazing? 
– Becky Chambers

Katherine Keates 
Out of the Earth 

Nick Janushewski 
Patricia 

Leif Petersen 
#7480 Route 366 

Marvin Cooper 
Laura's Farm No. 1 

Mort Shapiro 
POST THE APOCALYPSE 

Paul Yi 
Follow Me 

Laurence Sitwell 
Ice 

Christine Kobielski 
A New Earth 

Allan Flagel 
Inside Jewels 

Kas Stone 
Breathing Room 

Dass  
Bicycle 

Steve Rees 
Fête Accompli 

Luba Citrin  
Colors of Georgian Bay 

Marie Algieri-Goldgrub 
Finding Balance in the Centre 

Tom Yates 
7-1-22 

Stephen Starkman 
Untitled 

Avi Cohen 
Great White Egret

Images Shown, September 7:

Out of the Earth, by Katherine Keates 
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Wherever you go, you always take yourself with you. 
– Susannah Nix

Above: 
Follow Me, 
by Paul Yi  

Left: 
Inside Jewels, 
by Allan Flagel 

The title's meaning is twofold: when I noticed the design of the glass on my kitchen 
counter it reminded me of little jewels caused by the crystals attached to its outside surface; 
after very few outings in the past two and a half years I realized the truth of the theory that 
the best place to make pictures is wherever you are.



Left:  
Bicycle, 
by Dass 

Below Left: 
Breathing Room, 
by Kas Stone  

Below Right: 
Fête Accompli, 
by Steve Rees 
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I would stand and look out over the roofs of Paris and think, “Do not worry.  
You have always written before and you will write now. All you have to do is write one true sentence.  

Write the truest sentence that you know.” 
– Ernest Hemingway



2022-2023 
Issue 2 

for meeting of 
September 21

Everything looks worse in black and white. 
– Paul Simon

Above: 
POST THE APOCALYPSE, 
by Mort Shapiro  

Left: 
Laura's Farm No. 1, 
by Marvin Cooper 



Right: Ice, 
by Laurence Sitwell   

Below:  
#7480 Route 366, 

by Leif Petersen 
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The house swallowed the sound immediately, because it was a house that knew how to stay quiet. 
– Sarah Gailey



Right:  
A New Earth, 

by Christine Kobielski  

Below:  
Great White Egret, 

by Avi Cohen 
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He had discovered his joy was bird-shaped.  
– Kyo Maclear
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The goal of life is to make your heartbeat match the beat of the universe,  
to match your nature with Nature. 

– Joseph Campbell

Ralph Brunner 
memories by Tom Yates  

Ralph was a long-time member of the Forum, a continuous contributor in many ways, as was 
his wife, Margarete. You probably know that already. 
I don’t know when, or why, Ralph became a photographer. He was a German trained tool-and-
die maker who emigrated to Canada in the 50’s. With partners he built a company as a 
successful supplier to the automotive industry. Along the way he became a photographer, an 
active member of the Toronto Camera Club, a member of PSA, and an early member and 
director of NAPA, predecessor of CAPA. And a member of the Toronto Focal Forum. 
Ralph was a photographer of Nature. He loved the rocks and mountains, lakes and rivers, the 
Arctic and sunshine. After leaving his business he, with his first wife Pauline, spent 2 years 
travelling North America in an Airstream Trailer. That was his photographic pinnacle of 
productivity. They then settled in Aurora – and managed to get to the Arctic and Antarctic as 
well. After Pauline’s death he travelled to Germany and re-kindled an old flame with 
Margarete, bringing her back to Canada with him. 
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Light meters read; photographers interpret. 
– Catherine Jo Morgan

I have been thinking back 
to several visits June and I 
made to their cottage on 
Georgian Bay. We 
(Margarete, June and 
myself ) photographed the 
islands and rocks and 
moss and stunted trees of 
the terrain. Ralph did 
not… I’m not sure in my 
memory but I don’t think 
he even had a camera 
with him most times.  
That was in line with a 
comment I heard from 
him several times: ‘Been 
there, done that, and the 
light was better!’  
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The things you do for yourself are gone when you are gone,  
but the things you do for others remain as your legacy. 

– Kalu Ndukwe Kalu

In the 90’s and 00’s he did some photography in 
Europe, the Arctic, deserts… but not a lot. Instead his 
time was spent on the Gallery addition he made to 
their house, and printing/matting/framing (he did it 
all) the Gallery contents. He provided photo art to 
Southlake Hospital in Newmarket. He produced 
extensive A/V shows using his dedicated presentation 
space at his home. And it was during this period that 
the Forum, with our unique approach to photography, 
became more important to him. He and Margarete 
were both Presidents of the TFF and made other 
contributions as well, including welcoming Forum 
social events in their home. Ralph was awarded the 
Galbraith trophy in 2005. 
Ralph and Margarete sold their Aurora home in 
2017, returning to Germany to be closer to 
Margarete’s family. 

A video celebration of Ralph’s photography can be found on focalforum.ca.

http://www.focalforum.ca/20220907.html

