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At the Toronto Focal Forum we share a passion for the printed photograph: it’s our chosen means of creative expression,  
so we strive for artistic and technical excellence. Our candid print reviews are times for diverse work and different ideas,  

creating an invigorating, ongoing conversation about our experiences in art and in life. These evenings are times of inspiration, 
honing our craft of clear vision and communication, enriching our photographic pursuits. This is the measure of our success.

A Message from the President 
by Dass 

When the Forum began in 1939 the members faced an uncertain future with the world on the brink of 
war. As we begin our 82nd season we also face a difficult situation. But as those before us navigated 
through their challenging times, so shall we. 
The executive met in July via Zoom and decided that in September it would still be too soon for the 
group to meet face to face. We will revisit this discussion in December and see if we can resume in-
person meetings in January. 
We all still wanted to meet somehow and decided the only safe way to do so was online, via Zoom. Not 
ideal as we are 'print people' but at least it will let us continue to get 'together' for discussion and 
feedback on our images. I know we all have a particular love for the print and while we are beginning 
the year looking at our computer screens, it will at least keep us connected and looking at photographs. 
Your executive is focused on creating the best experience possible for you for the coming year. We 
appreciate your support and look forward to meeting with you whether on a screen or in person. 
Difficult times indeed but we will carry on as best we can, keeping in mind 'this too shall surely pass'.

Wabi-Sabi, by Dass
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When you have the opportunity to ask a teacher about the dharma,  
ask a question that can change your life. 

– Thich Nhat Hanh

Favourite Images of 2019-2020: 

Allan Flagel  
Wet Bench 

Carm Griffin  
Vase & Tulips 
Craig Lauder  

The Guy at Brent Store, Jake 
Dass 

Wabi-Sabi 
David Kennedy  

Sunrise, Bruce Peninsula 
Doris Woudenberg  

Three Boats 
Judy Griffin  
Old Bottles 
Leif Petersen  

Window to the Soles 
Lawrence Sitwell  

Lonsdale Mill 
Michael Anderson  

Callanish Standing Stones 
Marie Algieri-Goldgrub  
Lovers in the Garden 

Marvin Cooper   
Olive Oil Still Life 

Mort Shapiro  
Portal 
Paul Yi  

Spirit of Greenland 
Rhonda Starr  

Balance in Triplicate 
Sue Curtis  

Sunset, Killbear Park 
Steve Rees  

Perspectives 
Tom Yates  

Tracks

Lovers in the Garden, by Marie Algieri-Goldgrub 



I'm especially interested in the music of John Cage.  
I would like to do some experimenting with the relationship between his freeform sound and free-form art. 

– Jasper Johns

Tracks, by Tom Yates 
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Meeting Dates  
2020-2021 

September 9 
September 23 

October 7 
October 21 
November 4 
November 18 
December 2 
winter break 

January 6 
January 20 
February 3  
February 17 

March 3 
March 17 

spring break 
April 7 
April 21 
May 5

A Note from the Print Director 
by Matthew Robertson 

As Dass eloquently says, the Focal Forum has continued through challenges before, and we will 
undoubtedly do so again. We will adapt and carry on, with a few differences as we find our footing: 
Digital images will not receive seals. We will still strive for excellence, and may find ways to 
collectively express approval, but any image that’s shown digitally can still be brought as a print 
when we resume in-person meetings. 
Mort has generously volunteered to operate our internet slide projector for us, and so he will be 
leading our meetings as we adjust to the new format. We may also have per-meeting moderators to 
facilitate the online discussions – please contact me to volunteer, with dates to be determined. 
And if there is one lesson that we’ve learned this year it’s that things can and do change. We will be 
making adjustments as needed to improve the virtual-meeting experience, and we’ll be depending 
on your feedback and insights to make this season a success. 
See you online.



2020-2021 
Issue 1 

for meeting of 
September 9

Art's purpose is to sober and quiet the mind so that it is in accord with what happens. 
– John Cage

Above: 
Spirit of Greenland,  

by Paul Yi  

Right: 
Sunset, Killbear Park,  

by Sue Curtis 
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A painting in a museum hears more ridiculous opinions than anything else in the world. 
– Edmond De Goncourt

  
Above: 

Wet Bench, 
by Allan Flagel  

Right: 
Window to the Soles, 

by Leif Petersen 



Join us for our first meeting of the new season, and our first-ever virtual meeting,  
as Mort helps us explore the unknown on September 9.
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Giving birth is like taking your lower lip and forcing it over your head. 
– Carol Burnett

This image is part of a series of 
images through which I am 
exploring the concept of going into 
some unknown space.  
As I said at the meeting when I 
presented this, it may have reflected: 
my recent move from a house to an 
apartment; from a full time position 
to a new reduced workload; etc.  
I am trying to present the mystery, 
excitement and even beauty of the 
unknown. I find this series an 
exciting exploration of self.

Portal, by Mort Shapiro 
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I think the first photograph I did was a ballplayer.  
It was a way of showing action or something. 

– Andy Warhol

Left:  
Balance in Triplicate, 
by Rhonda Starr  

Below: 
Perspectives, 
by Steve Rees 
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It is wonderful to feel the grandness of Canada in the raw. 
– Emily Carr

Left:  
Lonsdale Mill, 
by Lawrence Sitwell  

Below: 
Sunrise, Bruce Peninsula 
by David Kennedy 
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Life is an empty bottle filled with love. 
– Santosh Kalwar

Above: 
The Guy at Brent 
Store, Jake 
by Craig Lauder  

Left: 
Old Bottles, 
by Judy Griffin  



Left: 
Vase & Tulips,  
by Carm Griffin  

Below: 
Olive Oil Still Life, 
by Marvin Cooper  
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Sometimes I don’t know what to say,  
and it never feels like it’s okay to not know. 

– Sarah Gailey

Snapshots is on the web! 
visit focalforum.ca 

2020-2021 • 2019-2020 • 2018-2019

http://www.focalforum.ca
http://www.focalforum.ca/snapshots-2020-2021.html
http://www.focalforum.ca/snapshots-2019-2020.html
http://www.focalforum.ca/snapshots-2018-2019.html
http://www.focalforum.ca
http://www.focalforum.ca/snapshots-2020-2021.html
http://www.focalforum.ca/snapshots-2019-2020.html
http://www.focalforum.ca/snapshots-2018-2019.html
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The older I get, the surer I am that I’m not running the show. 
– Leonard Cohen

Callandish Standing Stones,  
by Michael Anderson  
  

A dreary, drizzly day in 
the Outer Hebrides.  
In the middle of a vast 
expanse of nowhere, 
these stones have been 
there for thousands of 
years, oblivious to 
anything and everything 
happening elsewhere.

Three Boats, 
by Doris Woudenberg 


