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At the Toronto Focal Forum we share a passion for the printed photograph: it’s our chosen means of creative expression,  
so we strive for artistic and technical excellence. Our candid print reviews are times for diverse work and different ideas,  

creating an invigorating, ongoing conversation about our experiences in art and in life. These evenings are times of inspiration, 
honing our craft of clear vision and communication, enriching our photographic pursuits. This is the measure of our success.

For our fifteenth meeting Dass asked a simple question: “does this work for you?”  
Our answers provided an opening to incisive comments and thoughts. Not knowing 
the name of the photographer, a first for our digital meetings, may also have 
encouraged a smidge more forthrightness.  
Our penultimate meeting is also our Annual General Meeting, and Dass provided the 
President’s Report. The theme for this past year: “The pandemic continues, and we 
continue to adapt.” And this has been another remarkably successful year, with three 
new members joining, and nearly three hundred photos presented for discussion. The 
full AGM minutes are available on our website. 
We were also pleased for Dass to be awarded the Galbraith Memorial Trophy. This 
acknowledges his consistently high-quality work and thoughtful contributions, as well 
as his calm adaptation to unforeseen challenges. These past two years could have 
shuttered our print group, but with his guidance we have thrived. 

Upcoming Meetings 

May 4 
Year-End Banquet 

Michael 

May 18  
Special Presentation 

Sam Abell

Laundry, by Dass



Mandeep Bal 
When Yogis Dance 

Kas Stone 
The Gatekeeper 

Leif Petersen 
The Captain 

Tom Yates 
B3035 

Allan Flagel 
Who Knows 

Stephen Starkman 
Stop the War 

Rhonda Starr 
A Quiet Place To Work 

Katherine Keates 
Fraction 

Paul Yi 
Hope 

Matthew Robertson 
We Are all Content 

Dass 
Laundry 

Doris Woudenberg 
Beauty 

Avi Cohen 
Lines & Curves 

Laurence Sitwell 
A Cold Walk to the Store 

Judy Griffin 
Blue 

Marvin Cooper 
Cigarette Break 

Luba Citrin 
In the Fog 

Michael Anderson 
Dead Car in Death Valley 

David Kennedy 
Beach Trees 

Stephen Gilligan 
Restaurant Laundry
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The lack of a camera was going to make this awkward, at least for me. 
– Martha Wells

Images Shown, April 20:

Cigarette Break, by Marvin Cooper 



Dead Car in Death Valley, by Michael Anderson 
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I had gotten through the previous year of impossibly hellish obstacles.  
I had survived the discovery and the betrayal and the fallout.  

I could handle this banquet. 
– Sarah Gailey

The 2021-22 Year-End Banquet 
Hosted by Michael Anderson  

In those glorious pre-pandemic days when we met in person, the normal practice at the year-
end banquet was for members to bring their favourite prints from the year as well as a fresh 
print. The favourites were displayed around our meeting room for general viewing; the fresh 
prints were shown in the lightbox for a moderated discussion after the meal. 
Clearly, we can’t do that this year. Instead, we invite members to submit their favourite images 
from this season in the usual electronic way. Following Leif ’s video summarizing the year, we’ll 
show your favourites in our electronic lightbox, with a lighthearted discussion moderated by 
Michael Anderson.  
Don’t worry if your image also shows up in the video – it’s your favourite, and deserves to be 
seen more than once.
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Don't think that you are carrying the whole world; make it easy.  
Make it play, make it a prayer. 

– Baba Hari Dass

The Galbraith Memorial Trophy 
by Leif Petersen  

The Galbraith trophy is awarded “…for general achievement and /or service to the Forum.” 
This season’s recipient: 
- Consistently presents high quality prints and digital images for evaluation 
- Always contributes thoughtfully and positively to image evaluations, displaying a full understanding of 

the photographic and printing process  
- Has served admirably on the Executive Board for the past 4 seasons 
- Successfully lead us into, and through, the virtual Zoom meeting era 
- Introduced the ‘Guest Speaker’ program with exceptional, entertaining speakers: Cole Thompson, David 

Trattles, Richard Martin and, upcoming, Sam Abell 
- Shows respect for all Focal Forum members, as well as the history and the future of the Forum. 
Dass’ strength of character and resolve has been demonstrated by his absolute rejection of being the victim 
of a tragic accident. This event did not affect his very strong commitment to photography and to the Forum.  
He is an example, and a good friend, to all of us. 
Dass, you join a long list of distinguished TFF members who have received this award. 
Congratulations!!
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If everyone's looking at me, I might as well say something interesting. 
– Stella Young

2022 B DASS 
2019 MATTHEW ROBERTSON 
2016 STEVE GILLIGAN 
2015 LAWRENCE SITWELL 
2013 KATHERINE KEATES  
 and AVI COHEN 
2012 ANDRE KLEYNHANS 
2011 JAMES KNOWLES 
2010 TOM YATES 
2009 MICHAEL ANDERSON 
2008 MARGARETE BRUNNER 
2007 DAVID STONE 
2006 CARM GRIFFIN 
2005 RALPH BRUNNER 
2004 D BROADHURST 
2002 TOM YATES 
2001 S SCHOENHOFFER 
2000 D BROADHURST 
1998 D BROADHURST 
1997 R P FITZSIMONS 
1996 TOM YATES 
1994 C STONE 
1993 D BROADHURST 
1990 A MURDOCH 
1989 TOM YATES 
1988 DAVID STONE 
1986 ART MURDOCH 

1985 E VERITY, ARPS 
1984 U RAKHIT 
1983 F WHITE 
1982 K O’CONNOR 
1981 E VERITY, ARPS 
1980 B ROUTLIFFE 
1979 F K JONES, ARPS 
1978 J EASTON 
1977 E COHEN 
1976 C COOPER 
1975 W LEE 
1973 E W BOWMAN 
1972 W L SHELDEN 
1971 F A FINCH 
1970 A J COVENTRY 
1969 R DRUMMOND 
1968 R SHAPIRO 
1967 JOHN J LAWSON 
1966 L BACKHAUSER 
1965 E VERITY 
1963 E J DOPP 
1962 D FRIESEN (dated “1961-62”) 
1960 C MILLER 
1958 E COHEN (dated “1957-58”) 
1957 G MORITA (dated “1956-57”) 
1956 W SPARROW

Galbraith Memorial Trophy Recipients
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We know that photographs inform people. We also know that photographs move people.  
The photograph that does both is the one we want to see and make. It is the kind of picture  

that makes you want to pick up your own camera again and go to work. 
– Sam Abell

SAM ABELL - MAY 18 - 7PM 

Join us on May 18th for a presentation by renowned photographer Sam 
Abell. We are honoured to have him speaking to us. Sam is a gifted and 
insightful teacher, an expressive artist, and a sensitive photographer who 
learned photography from his father, Thad Abell. Sam worked for National 
Geographic as a contract and staff photographer, and also as a Photographer 
in Residence for over 30 years. In 1990, Sam’s work was the subject of a one-
person exhibition at the International Center of Photography in New York. 
Since then, he has published three collections of his work: Seeing Gardens, 
Sam Abell: The Photographic Life, and The Life of a Photograph. In 
addition, Sam maintains a career as a writer, teacher, and lecturer on 
photography. This is an evening not to be missed. 
Please note that there will be a $15 charge for guests, spouses excepted.  
The $15 guest fee is payable by e-transfer to tff.treasurer@outlook.com.





Right:  
The Gatekeeper, 

by Kas Stone 

Below:  
Fraction, 

by Katherine Keates 
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Get yourself out of whatever cage you find yourself in. 
– John Cage
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Abstraction often looks like something. 
– Kirk Varnedoe

Thank You to Our 
2021-2022 Moderators 

B. Dass 
Marie Algieri-Goldgrub  

Leif Petersen  
Matthew Robertson  
Michael Anderson  
Stephen Gilligan  

Steve Rees  
David Kennedy  

Judy & Carm Griffin 
Craig Lauder  

Marvin Cooper 

Above: 
Lines and Curves, 

by Avi Cohen  

Right:  
Who Knows? 

by Allan Flagel 



Above: 
A Cold Walk to the Store,  

by Laurence Sitwell  

Right: 
Beach Trees, 

by David Kennedy 
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It is not my goal to capture the most scenic photographs, it is to capture the everyday things that we see  
and pass everyday without second thought. In many ways, my work can be seen as different self portraits  

despite my physical body being nowhere in the photo. 
– Takoda Patterson
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We’re all water from different rivers, that’s why it’s so easy to meet;  
we’re all water in this vast, vast ocean, someday we’ll evaporate together. 

– Yoko Ono

This shot is from a few years ago, while in Dubai for a few days, en route home from India. During an 
early morning outing with a photographer friend, we took a water taxi across the Dubai Creek and 
wandered along the working docks. We stopped beside an Iranian workboat to take a shot of the men 
sitting on the deck having their morning tea. To our surprise, we were invited on board to join them for a 
cup. We had a great time… none of them could speak English and we, of course, couldn't speak Iranian, 
but we had a great ‘conversation’ and lots of laughs. A great memory.  
The rest of the crew seemed to defer to this man, so I got the impression that he was ‘The Captain’.

The Captain, by Leif Petersen 



When Yogis Dance, by Mandeep Bal 
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Self-awareness paradoxically requires an awareness of the other. 
– Charlie Jane Anders

Snapshots is on the web! 
focalforum.ca/snapshots

http://www.focalforum.ca/snapshots
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We begin to see that compassion is not submissive but assertive. It insists on equality and fairness.  
It insists on creating a world that we all want to live in and enjoy. 

– Paul Gilbert

It is the middle  
of April, the field 
has been seeded.  
The snow wants  
to put another 
blanket on, for 
better or for worse.  
Spring is just over 
the hill, although 
we can't see it yet. 
We just hope…

Above:  
Hope, 

by Paul Yi 

Right: 
Blue, 

by Judy Griffin 



Right:  
A Quiet Place to Work, 

by Rhonda Starr  

Below:  
Stop the War, 

by Stephen Starkman 
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I’m sorry, but I can’t accept a lesser evil for the sake of it being lesser. 
– Becky Chambers


