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At the Toronto Focal Forum we share a passion for the printed photograph: it’s our chosen means of creative expression,  
so we strive for artistic and technical excellence. Our candid print reviews are times for diverse work and different ideas,  

creating an invigorating, ongoing conversation about our experiences in art and in life. These evenings are times of inspiration, 
honing our craft of clear vision and communication, enriching our photographic pursuits. This is the measure of our success.

For our fourteenth meeting, 26 members joined to discuss 23 photos. Mavin as 
moderator asked us to think of emotions, and start off our critiques by saying 
what emotions are provoked. And when asked for photos that can prompt an 
emotion, we had three strong themes: people, water, trees, and Spring. Moments 
of connection and communication abounded.  
We also continue our discussion about what makes for useful and appreciative 
critique. Comments about what doesn’t work can be more valuable than just 
hearing praise. “Isn’t that a lovely image” doesn’t tell the photographer very 
much: we should already know the main strengths of our photographs. What we 
can learn is how others see them, and we can learn that from comments are 
addressing an aspect that works well or one that doesn’t.  
We look forward to continuing this conversation as our season comes to a close.

Upcoming Meetings 

April 20  
AGM 
Dass 

May 4 
Year-End Banquet 

Michael 

May 18  
Special Meeting 

Sam Abell

Bald Eagle, by Avi Cohen 



Katherine Keates 
The Reach 

Avi Cohen 
Bald Eagle 

Paul Yi 
Energetic Madawaska River 

Stephen Starkman 
Untitled 

Marvin Cooper 
The One 

Marie Algieri-Goldgrub 
A Goodbye Hug 

Matthew Robertson 
The Barren Landscape 

Mandeep Bal 
Immersed 

Christine Kobielski  
Prelude 

Nick Janushewski 
Madeleine 

Rhonda Starr 
Untitled 

Dass 
The Sisterhood 

Carm Griffin  
PATTERNS 

Judy Griffin 
Wind Dance 

Kas Stone 
Embrace 

Luba Citrin 
N A 

Leif Petersen 
Yum 

Laurence Sitwell 
Wind at 48 Knots 

Allan Flagel 
Memory of Trees 

Tom Yates 
4448 

Sue Curtis 
Dreaming of Spring 

David Kennedy 
Almost Spring 

Jocelyn Ubaldino 
Triple Water Drop
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You can be very wild and still be very wise. 
– Yoko Ono

Images Shown, April 6:

Wind at 48 Knots, by Laurence Sitwell 



The Sisterhood, by Dass 
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It ought to make us feel ashamed when we talk like we know what we're talking about when we talk about love. 
– Raymond Carver

No Name Special  
by Dass 

Our next meeting on April 20th is our Annual General Meeting. You have already received the executive 
reports about their activities. I will offer the president’s wrap up of the season. We will also elect the 
executive for next season.  
I will be moderating the meeting. I’d like to try the ‘no name special’ approach for the meeting. You will 
submit your image as usual with the ‘name(space)-(space)title’ file name but your name will not be shown in 
the preview gallery or stated when your image appears on screen. It will be a bit like blind tasting wine.  
I will also be asking each person if the image works for them or not, ‘yes or no’, and then to tell us why. 



Right:  
Wind Dance, 

by Judy Griffin  

Below:  
Embrace, 

by Kas Stone 
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I never saw a tree that was no tree in particular. 
– Annie Dillard

This picture was made in 
challenging conditions – on a 
cold, breezy day during a long 
bicycle ride with minimal gear 
(i.e. no tripod) – and consequently 
it has less sharpness than I would 
like. I am hoping, however, that 
the emotion evoked by these 
beautiful intertwined trees will 
inspire viewers to overlook the 
image’s technical limitations and 
embrace its message instead. If 
not, I have a challenge ahead 
trying to find the trees again! 
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If you take a flower in your hand and really look at it, it's your world for a moment. 
– Georgia O'Keefe

Above: Yum, by Leif Petersen  

Right: A Goodbye Hug, by Marie Algieri-Goldgrub 

Black bear at Parc Omega, Montebello 
Quebec - It was great to get out with 
the photo gear again and to co-host 
Photo Tour Trekkers' annual 'Weekend 
with the Wolves'. The bus load of 44 
photographers saw and photographed 
at least 18 different species in this 900 
hectare park.

A Goodbye Hug. “You never really leave the place you love. You 
take part of it with you and leave part of you there” - Unknown 
This image is part of my ongoing series, Love and Lovers in the 
Garden. A photo series of flowers appearing to express the many 
forms of love. I often anthropomorphize human behaviours to 
non-human objects. I don't believe that these inanimate objects feel or are expressing human behaviours, only that they appear 
to be. I find gardens to be full of human-like characteristics. Gardens are a great source of beauty, calm, and inspiration for me. 
They are constantly changing. As one flower dies, another one blossoms calling our attention to its beauty. This cycle continues 
quickly, not allowing us time to grieve the loss of one as another one soon opens up.



I felt very sad when I 
climbed this hill and 
saw that the whole 
Sherwood Forest had 
been clear cut to make 
way for a very large 
development of new 
homes north of 
Whitby. In their 
memory I made this 
montage showing 
these ghostly 
reminders.
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Take an object.  
Do something to it.  

Do something else to it. 
– Jasper Johns

Left: 
Triple Water Drop, 
by Jocelyn Ubaldino  

Below: 
Memory of Trees, 
by Allan Flagel 
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Just because we are the crest of the wave does not mean the ocean does not exist.  
What has been before will be again. We are reverberations of our Ancestors and songs of our present selves. 

– Tanya Tagaq

Above:  
Energetic Madawaska River, 

by Paul Yi  

Right:  
Untitled, 

by Rhonda Starr 

Madawaska River 
never froze even in 
the coldest winter. 
Its rushing force 
breaks any attempt 
to make the liquid 
water into solid ice.
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Creativity is more than just being different. Anybody can play weird; that’s easy.  
What’s hard is to be as simple as Bach. Making the simple, awesomely simple, that’s creativity. 

– Charles Mingus

Left: The Reach,  
by Katherine Keates  

Below: The One,  
by Marvin Cooper 


