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At the Toronto Focal Forum we share a passion for the printed photograph: it’s our chosen means of creative expression,  
so we strive for artistic and technical excellence. Our candid print reviews are times for diverse work and different ideas,  

creating an invigorating, ongoing conversation about our experiences in art and in life. ese evenings are times of inspiration, 
honing our craft of clear vision and communication, enriching our photographic pursuits. is is the measure of our success.

It was a celebration. For the first time in 3 years, 14 Forum members and 1 guest 
gathered together at Seoul House Restaurant for food, fellowship, fun and print 
viewing. It was a truly wonderful occasion, with many smiles and much laughter 
in the joy of coming together to share our photographic lives. We looked at 14 
images (7 Gold) in our new LED lightbox which is adjustable for both 
temperature and intensity. We listened to thoughtful commentary and 
lighthearted banter, and enjoyed each other’s company immensely, in person! 
Steve Rees skillfully moderated the meeting, leading us through the images and 
keeping us on track. It was a very special evening and reminded us all how 
important it is for us to get together in person and celebrate the print. -bd

Upcoming Meetings 

March 1 
David 

March 15 
Marvin 

Spring Break 

April 5 
Craig

Leaving Space to Wander, by Marie Algieri-Goldgrub 
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One should really use the camera as though tomorrow you’d be stricken blind. 
– Dorothea Lange

Carm Griffin  
Mystical Morning Loch Ard [G] 

Judy Griffin  
Dismal Land, Newfoundland [S] 

Christine Kobielski  
A New Earth [S] 

Leif Petersen  
Twin Peaks [G] 

Marie Algieri-Goldgrub  
Leaving Space to Wander [G] 

B Dass  
Santa Fe Geometric #3 [G] 

Allan Flagel  
Life’s Ups and Downs [S] 

Stephen Gilligan  
Devout [S] 

Steve Rees  
Vanishing Point [G] 

Laurence Sitwell  
Parkwood Estate [S] 

Jocelyn Ubaldino  
Bruarfoss [G] 

Paul Yi  
Winter Flowers [G]

Images Shown, February 15:

Above: 
Mystical Morning, 
by Carm Griffin  

Left: 
Vanishing Point, 
by Steve Rees 



2022-2023 
Issue 12 

for meeting of 
March 1

In photography, there is a reality so subtle that it becomes more real than reality. 
– Alfred Stieglitz

Above:  
Bruarfoss, 

by Jocelyn Ubaldino  

Left:  
Parkwood Estate, 

by Laurence Sitwell 
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It’s always more comfortable to be in your cozy home with your friends and close ones  
but sometimes you just need to venture out to pursue the work that is important to you. 

– Susan Meiselas

It was great meeting some of you live for the first 
time. It was truly a special occasion and the 
feeling of being able to catch up, share stories, 
laughs, and conversations with everyone in the 
same room was truly amazing.

It was a delight to view everyone's prints. e 
evening had a very different atmosphere than 
anything we've experienced online and it was 
great to be able to talk and share our work 
without the limitations of a video chat. 
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e mind is like a parachute – it doesn't work if it's not open. 
– Frank Zappa

A Few Words… 
by Allan Flagel  

Many photographers feel that a great photograph needs no support – no title, no description – it stands on 
its own merits. After all, they say that a picture is worth a thousand words. is is all very nice and 
idealistic but to me, this is like looking at that shiny red Ferrari at the auto show without being able to 
drive it and experience it. e other problem with this idea is that we all have different backgrounds and 
life experiences so that we each tend to see a photograph differently. is is a good thing, however, and one 
of the main strengths of the Focal Forum and what I find most valuable and rewarding. 
I can remember being very embarrassed in my grade 9 English class when I was asked to explain the 
meaning of a poem that we had just read. Not yet having grasped the concept of metaphors, I launched off 
in the completely wrong direction (so eloquently pointed out by the teacher after I had finished), because I 
described what it meant to me with my literal interpretation. When it comes to photographs, it is similarly 
possible to miss the point by not knowing the photographers intent. By adding a few words of 
explanation, background or even a title, it helps the viewer to appreciate what they are actually looking at 
in the lightbox. 

…continues 

Life’s Ups and Downs, by Allan Flagel 
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Objectives: To determine whether parachutes are effective in preventing major trauma related to gravitational challenges. 
Results: Our research strategy did not find any randomized controlled trials of the parachute. 

– Gordon C Smith and Jill P Pell. Parachute use to prevent death and major trauma related to gravitational challenge:  
systematic review of randomized controlled trials. BMJ, 2003 Dec 20 (vol 327, issue 7429)

Shortly after joining the Focal Forum I submitted an abstract image which I titled “Rustflow” to hint 
that it was a rusty body panel at the auto wrecker’s. To my surprise, even though they loved the 
image, a few members commented that they wished that I hadn’t titled the image so that they could 
develop their own meaning and story. I understood this point of view, because the mind makes it 
hard for us to forget certain things. For instance, we cannot “unring” the bell or “unsee” the arrow in 
the FedEx logo once it has been brought to our attention. By supplying a title, I thought that I was 
just tossing out a lifeline in this sea of abstraction, not meaning to spoil anyone’s enjoyment of my 
image. I have found that the reason that most people do not like abstract pictures (paintings or 
photographs) is because they have no idea what they are looking at and can make no sense of it. Not 
everyone can enjoy the simple pleasures of colours, lines, shapes and design unless they can put a 
“label” on it. 
In this week’s diptych that I entered, I cannot imagine NOT giving it a title. After hours of 
preparation before sending it out into the world, it would be like calling my children Unnamed1 and 
Unnamed2. e title “Life’s Ups and Downs” was meant to engage our minds, not just our eyes. 
Perhaps you might think of life’s rollercoaster ride of a series of happy, enjoyable times followed by 
the inevitable depressing events or disasters. Originally I just liked the Yin-yang match of the ceiling 
lights and windows above, placed beside the angles of the tiles, carpet and reflective glow found 
directly below in this small waiting room in a nail salon. 
Photographers are often so insistent on having complete control of their camera (shooting RAW and 
never using Program mode) but when it comes to naming their pictures they just go with the image 
number assigned by the camera. I could never call these two images “WP_18_56_30 and 
WP_18_56_58”.  
Sometimes a few words in a title, explanation or backstory can add to our understanding and 
appreciation of an image. It can provide that glimmer of recognition, a hint at the photographer’s 
intent or even evoke the occasional wry smile. Besides, I have just as much fun finding just the right 
title as shooting the picture in the first place.

is edition of Snapshots is coming to a close. 
Have something you’ve been meaning to write, but never found the time?  
A photo essay that you want to show? A great photo from the meeting?  

Don’t miss your chance to have them included. 

Issue 13 submission deadline is March 4, for the meeting on March 15. 
Issue 14 submission deadline is March 25, for the meeting on April 5. 
Issue 15 submission deadline is April 8, for the meeting on April 19. 

Issue 16 will be a special year-end retrospective, with more details to come.


