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At the Toronto Focal Forum we share a passion for the printed photograph: it’s our chosen means of creative expression,  
so we strive for artistic and technical excellence. Our candid print reviews are times for diverse work and different ideas,  

creating an invigorating, ongoing conversation about our experiences in art and in life. ese evenings are times of inspiration, 
honing our craft of clear vision and communication, enriching our photographic pursuits. is is the measure of our success.

With an admirable mix of timeliness and insight, Jocelyn’s debut as our 
moderator was exceptional. With our highest number of images in many 
meetings, our final online meeting was a celebration of our success in the face of 
challenges that could have been the end of our group. 
e meeting became a bit melancholy at the end as so many friends and skilled 
photographers parted ways. With the resumption of in-person print critiques, 
the Forum simultaneously begins a new era and returns to where it left off in 
March 2020, hopefully stronger and wiser for carrying forward the lessons from 
the intervening years.

Upcoming Meetings 

February 15 
Steve Rees 

March 1 
David 

March 15 
Marvin

Parco Gran Sasso, Castel Del Monte, by Jocelyn Ubaldino 
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Light makes photography. Embrace light. Admire it. Love it. But above all, know light.  
Know it for all you are worth, and you will know the key to photography. 

– George Eastman

Katherine Keates 
Akko Colour 

Avi Cohen 
Not Always Do I See It That 

Way 

B Dass 
Newfoundland 

Marie Algieri-Goldgrub 
Exiled Father and Son Lions 

Laurence Sitwell 
In To It 

Luba Citrin 
Moonset 

Paul Yi 
Past, Present and Future 

Rhonda Starr 
Reaching 

Stephen Starkman 
Untitled 

Judy Griffin 
Misty Day in Newfoundland 

Kas Stone 
Divided We Stand 

Steve Rees 
Stairway to Heaven 

Tom Yates 
8750b 

CARM GRIFFIN  
REALLY!!! 

Jocelyn Ubaldino 
Parco Gran Sasso, Castel Del 

Monte 

Allan Flagel 
Happy Memories 

Leif Petersen 
Sunset's Glow 

Sue Curtis 
Target Practice 

Marina Leyderman 
Dreams in Green

Images Shown, February 1:

8750b, by Tom Yates 
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e most influential technical decision is not which film, camera, lens or exposure setting to use,  
but whether or not to use a tripod.  

– Brooks Jensen

Above:  
Untitled, 

by Stephen Starkman  

Above Right:  
Reaching, 

by Rhonda Starr  

Right: 
Newfoundland, 

by Dass
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e camera is an excuse to be someplace you otherwise don't belong.  
It gives me both a point of connection and a point of separation. 

– Susan Meiselas

Above:  
Misty Day in Newfoundland, 
by Judy Griffin  

Left:  
Dreams in Green 
by Marina Leyderman 
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People say graffiti is ugly, irresponsible and childish… but that's only if it's done properly. 
– Banksy

Left: 
Not Always Do I 
See It at Way, 
by Avi Cohen  

Below: 
Stairway to 
Heaven, 
by Steve Rees 
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I don't know anything about music. In my line you don't have to. 
– Elvis Presley

Left: 
Sunset’s Glow, 
by Leif 
Petersen  

Below Left:: 
Akko Colour, 
by Katherine 
Keates  

Below: 
In To It, 
by Laurence 
Sitwell  
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We omit the truths of our past to only be met with the disappointments of the future, a never-ending cycle that has 
influenced our current era for the best and the worst. Even though we’re currently going through a very troubling era, 

let’s take a moment to remember those times where we felt the most safe or where we felt the happiest. 
– Kayla Mahaffey

What Day Is It Anyhow? 
by Allan Flagel  

Each year I produce a photo calendar for my wife and a few special friends. While looking at my image of these 
many calendars from Aruba (mainly), I started thinking about how we structure our lives. When I was working 
(although it never felt like “work” since I enjoyed it so much), most of my photography was confined to weekend 
outings or vacations to Vegas or the Caribbean. As a teacher, weeknights were filled with lesson planning and 
marking lab reports, tests and quizzes. It was convenient to have a large calendar on the side of our fridge to keep 
track of important dates like meetings, appointments, birthdays, vacations and of course, camera club nights. 
Fast forward to 2007 when I retired and everything changed – no more getting up at 6:30 and joining the “rat 
race” (aka sitting in traffic on the 401) to drive my wife to work and myself to the high school before 8:30. It was 
now a more leisurely drive down the 407 to Markham (where my wife still worked for another dozen years) with 
the rest of my day an unscheduled mix of photography, golf, internet browsing, gardening and housework. My 
image production shot up from about 600 per year, to 600 per month and the quality improved steadily (shooting 
photographs every day certain does make a difference!) 

Eventually my calendars morphed into the desktop size which was 
much more economical for the number that I was ordering. en when 
my wife also retired a few years ago the structure of our days changed 
again. Every day was like a Saturday and the yearly mileage of my car 
was cut in half. With few or no regular outings it became progressively 
harder to even remember what day it was! en I got the idea of 
converting one of my older desktop calendars into a simple “day of the 
week” display (see image below) which sits under our family room 
coffee table so that we always know what day it is (as long as I 
remember to flip it over every night).



2022-2023 
Issue 11 

for meeting of 
February 15

Our love was a process of unlearning the bad love we'd been given. 
– Alicia Elliott

Above:  
Really, 

by Carm Griffin  

Right: 
Past, Present,  

and Future, 
by Paul Yi 
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e problem has never been our political logic, but the way we enact it.  
We can imagine a perfect society, but can't maintain a decent relationship.  

– Michael Franti

Divided we Stand, by Kas Stone 


