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Neon Flames, by Allan Flagel

Thy say there are only two seasons in Toronto: Winter and Construction. In 2019 we had our
February 6th meeting cancelled due to a snow storm, and now this year our February 12th
meeting was cancelled due to construction at our venue.
Perhaps this completes the diptych and ensures a trouble-free February in 2021?

February 26 – Seal
Matthew Robertson
Maker and Title Announced

March 11 – Seal
Michael Anderson
Maker and Title Announced

March 25 – No Seal
Executive Nominations
Stephen Gilligan
With Maker’s Introduction

At the Toronto Focal Forum we share a passion for the printed photograph: it’s our chosen means of creative expression,
so we strive for artistic and technical excellence. Our candid print reviews are times for diverse work and diﬀerent ideas,
creating an invigorating, ongoing conversation about our experiences in art and in life. These evenings are times of inspiration,
honing our craft of clear vision and communication, enriching our photographic pursuits. This is the measure of our success.
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Aruban Abstracts
Print Display by Allan Flagel
Often we see pictures that contain other, smaller pictures within them. With this in mind, I created a Photo Essay
back in 2015 from 36 photographs made in Aruba back in 2013. What I did for these images was to crop to about
1/2 to 1/4 of the original area. Then I tried something wild; I applied the Photoshop cutout filter and daringly
played with the hue and saturation sliders. I chose 10 of my favourite images for this evenings print display, two of
which are included to whet your appetite:
The lead image for this issue of Snapshots, which I call "Neon Flames", was an experiment in camera motion
while I shot the neon lights on the outside of the Seaport Casino across the street from our hotel, the Renaissance.
The image above shows the east wall of the courthouse in Oranjestad, Aruba, with the light of the setting sun
reflected from the windows of the building across the street. I thought it interesting that the shapes of the
reflections looked very similar to handcuﬀs, very fitting for a courthouse! (This picture also reminded me of Leif 's
image shown last meeting of the window reflections on the crumbling yellowish wall and barred windows.)

Nothing is ever the same as they said it was. It's what I've never seen before that I recognize.
– Diane Arbus
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Any Night Can Be a No-Seal Night
by Matthew Robertson
It’s a small change, perhaps.
Starting with the next meeting, and continuing for the remaining regular meetings of this season,
we’ll be trying a new option: members may choose to not have their image put to a vote for seals.
How does it work? It’s easy. On the back of the print mount, where you already clearly mark your
name and the print name, also include the words “No Seal”. The moderator will announce this when
your photograph goes into the lightbox, and they will not call for a vote. This means there’s additional
time to discuss your work, and perhaps a diﬀerent dynamic to the discussion.
What’s the fine print? You can choose to not receive a seal for each image as you prefer, but if your
image is not marked ‘no seal’ at the start of the night then it will be put to a vote as usual.
As a no-seal recipient you will be able to bring an altered remake of your print to any future meeting.
But choosing not to receive a seal is diﬀerent from showing an image on a dedicated ‘no seal’ night, as
that print can’t be brought back for a vote without changes.
Why are we trying this? It’s an experiment to see what happens. There’s a considerable breadth of
opinion in the Forum about the meaning and significance of seals, and not everyone finds value in the
process. Making receiving seals optional embraces that diversity, and will tell us more about what’s
important to us, both individually and as a group.
Seals are a part of the Forum’s culture, and probably always will be, but this is an option for anyone
who doesn’t want an image evaluated according to the seals hierarchy. Each person and each print is
diﬀerent, and we can’t presume to know what’s best for someone else. Providing choices welcomes a
broader range of interaction and participation, whether we act on them or not.
As I’ve often joked – starting long before my current role as Print Director – ‘any night can be a noseal night if you try hard enough’. Accordingly, if you don’t want your image put to a seal vote you
won’t be alone: for the remainder of the year I will be selecting ‘no seal’ for each of my images.
Please feel free to join me in this experiment, or not, in whichever way you prefer.

Matthew will be moderating our next meeting.
You may always forward your thoughts to him publicly or privately.
remaining meetings of 2019-2020
February 26: Seal

April 8: Seal

March 11: Seal

April 22: Seal

March 25: No Seal

May 6: No Seal

Why not sit?
Why not stop the ferris wheel only to sit on a rainbow-coloured steel horse for a while?
Neither people watching nor waiting, but just sitting? To find peace?
To escape the hustle and bustle of this life? Its rushed hours and heartbreaks? Its delusions and disappointments?
Perhaps because in the act of sitting there is nothing to be attained?
– Jasmine Syedullah

