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Peaceful Moment, by Rhonda Starr

A solid turnout defied the windy and cold evening that saw our
return from the mid-season break, but we were warm in our scarves
and jackets through the evening. Our moderator Guy guided us
through thirteen prints with personal and artistic insights that made
for an enjoyable and insightful evening.
Our tastes turned to a strong horizonticality for our first meeting of
2019, with all of the well-deserved gold seal photographs sharing an
uncommonly wide aspect ratio. Bold monochromes, golden sunlight,
improbable poses, and visual reimaginings of our lived experience
were all on display.
We were also lucky to be able to revisit Rhonda’s photograph
Peaceful Moment as a remake, which always provides a new and
invigorating conversation. This is definitely a trend to continue for
2019, especially since all members may bring a remake in addition
to a new image to showcase in the lightbox.

Upcoming Meetings
January 23 – Seal
Marie Algieri-Goldgrub
Maker Anonymous, Title Announced
My Favourite Things
February 6 – Seal
Michael Anderson
Maker and Title Announced
February 20 – No Seal
Bruce Macaulay
Maker Anonymous, Title Announced

At the Toronto Focal Forum we share a passion for the printed photograph: it’s our chosen means of creative expression,
so we strive for artistic and technical excellence. Our candid print reviews are times for diverse work and diﬀerent ideas,
creating an invigorating, ongoing conversation about our experiences in art and in life. These evenings are times of inspiration,
honing our craft of clear vision and communication, enriching our photographic pursuits. This is the measure of our success.
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Prints Shown
9 January
Bruce Macaulay
A City Always in Motion [G]
Dass
Snowy Owl [G]
Matthew Robertson
Fluorescent [S]
Darcy Rector
Sunset on the Ganges [S]
Rhonda Starr
Peaceful Moment (Remake) [G]
Allan Flagel
Checkerboard Parking Lot [G]
Craig Lauder
Dancer [G]
Guy St. Louis
Peace [G]
Steve Rees
Untitled [G]

The Book
a quick note from Lawrence Sitwell

Vince Sheridan
Waiting []

There is a book titled ‘The Toronto Focal Forum: Selected Photographs’

Sue Curtis
Study in Grey [G]

The book contains 97 photographs that were taken in 2005, 2006, & 2008
by 33 Forum members.

David Kennedy
Late Fall Trail []

As stated in the introduction. “It is the most widely available record of our
work since the Forum was founded in 1939”. Michael Anderson has just
produced another copy of this book, that will go into the Forum’s Archives.

Fred Leibl
Signs of our Times
in a Recycled Mount [S]

I will bring the book to the next couple of meetings for members perusal.
It is also available through Blurb: http://www.blurb.ca/b/318005

Snapshots is on the web!
http://www.focalforum.ca/snapshots.html

In art, as in life generally, we need to study our craft, develop our skills,
and absorb the knowledge and insight passed down by tradition.
– Chogyam Trungpa
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Above: Snowy Owl, by Dass
Left: Checkerboard Parking Lot, by Allan Flagel
Below: Untitled, by Steve Rees

Lightbox Photographs
from 9 January 2019
A selection of images from our 9th
meeting of the season.
Snapshots is on the web!
http://www.focalforum.ca/snapshots.html

Perhaps these days of less sunlight are opportunities for more contemplative time,
more looking deeply to see what perhaps can only be seen in the dark.
– Sylvia Boorstein
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Oﬃce Shadows: Multi-Print Presentation
by Allan Flagel
These images were produced over the last several years as part of a larger project of the same name. They were made
on sunny Sundays while keeping my wife company in the Markham oﬃce where she works.
It was the perfect spot for a project because
it was readily accessible (she loved working
on the weekends with no phones ringing or
other interruptions), it had comfortable
conditions (no temperature or wind
concerns), plus I got to play with one of my
favourite subjects, light and shadows. By
visiting the same dozen oﬃces year after
year, it forced me to find compositions
beyond the obvious ones of the first year. I
tried to find stories or something that I
could relate to in subsequent years. Some of
these images may not resonate with some
viewers, depending on individual
past background experiences.
The following few examples may help to
add to your appreciation/understanding of
these images:
Image #1: Test Strip was originally shot because of the dappled light coming through the maple tree outside the
window. But when I saw it on my computer screen, I couldn't help but see the similarity to the varying-toned
bars on a paper test strip which I made before each B&W print produced in my wet darkroom decades ago. (Recent
digital photographers would probably not relate to this at all).
Image #3: Sawteeth (above) was originally just a variation on the vertical blinds theme until I rotated it 90 degrees
clockwise. Suddenly, I had beautiful leading lines going up to the "saw" at the top.
Image #5: Keyhole Imposter was supposed to be a study of the subtle shadows on the curved, vinyl, vertical blinds. But
the unused holes for the ball-chains which original connect the verticals together, reminded me of the skeleton
keyholes in the doors of my grandmothers old apartment back in Brantford.
Image #9: Contemplation was my attempt to capture the amazing light-show on the wall in front of me. The
fluttering leaves were backlit on this windy, autumn afternoon as I stood mesmerized by this moving display for
several minutes and even videotaped it.

Join us this Wednesday as Allan presents a series of photographs from his project Oﬃce Shadows.
Have a project you would like to share? There’s still space available in the Spring!

Don’t photograph what it is, photograph what else it is.
– Minor White
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On the Loose in Shanghai
by Leif Petersen
In the previous issue of Snapshots I filled you in on the trip to Shanghai, where I was one of three people representing
the O3C at the ‘2018 International Intangible Cultural Heritage Image Exhibition’. We finished that part of the trip
on Monday afternoon, which left us from Tuesday to Thursday to explore Shanghai and area before flying home on
Friday. In this article, I’ll keep the verbiage to a minimum and hope that the photographs speak for themselves.
Chinese cities have great parks, often very large, with ornamental gardens,
attractive architecture and a lot of activity. Tai chi is one of the most common
activities, usually very early in the morning. The parks are well used, so you often
see people, individuals and groups, playing musical instruments and singing.
Another common sight is a
group of men gathered
around a table watching two
others playing Chinese chess,
checkers or Mahjong.
Our first free evening was
spent wandering around the
Old City of Shanghai,
getting shots of the City God
Temple, at right, and Yuyuan
Garden, seen below.

article continues…

Listen to everything all the time and remind yourself when you are not listening.
– Pauline Oliveros
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One of our hosts drove us to a small city about 50 km outside
Shanghai, Zhujiajiao, where we spent about three hours in the
‘Ancient Water Town’
Another one of our hosts took us into central Shanghai so that we
could experience the view from the 632 meter high Shanghai tower.
Unfortunately, it was quite foggy that day, so the view wasn’t
spectacular, but I managed to get outside and inside shots.

article continues…

There’s nothing worse than a sharp image of a fuzzy concept.
– Ansel Adams
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The street traﬃc is continuous, with a steady
stream of cars, motorcycles, scooters and
pedestrians. Cell phones are never far away.
After the tower, we boarded a boat for an hour
long night cruise on the Huangpu River. That
gave us great views of the Pudong, on the east
side of the river, and the Bund, from the west
side. It was a smooth ride, so getting hand-held
shots wasn’t a problem.

Overall, considering both the business part of the
trip and the free time, it was a great experience.
Will we be called back as ‘honourary professors’ to
teach a photography sessions? Maybe, but certainly
not until the politics settle down between China
and Canada. I’d hate to have to post photos from
inside a jail cell!

Remember: Snapshots is your newsletter.
Have something you want to share?
Send it in! tﬀsnapshots@gmail.com

Sharpness is a bourgeois concept.
– Henri Cartier-Bresson

