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Wind Blown & Wet

The winds of November brought us a change in our routine as
Steve Rees took us through our commentary backwards. Inviting
the makers to introduce their prints, rather than comment as an
afterword, created a very diﬀerent dynamic for the evening.
The change was received with welcoming enthusiasm, and this
inversion unlocked challenging images that we may not have
appreciated otherwise. Excellent and informed discussions
followed among the large number of our members in attendance.
We are establishing ourselves as skilled portraitists, with our
subjects spanning from children to our elders, each photographed
with care and connection. Celebration, protest, purification, poetry:
life’s events remain a core part of our experience, and we, as a
community, are embracing our art as a means of partaking in it.

Upcoming Meetings
November 21 – Seal
Leif Petersen
Title and Maker Announced
November 28 – Special Event
Critique Panel Discussion
December 5 – No Seal
Dass
Title and Maker Announced
Break the Rules
January 9 – Seal
Guy Saint-Louis

At the Toronto Focal Forum we share a passion for the printed photograph: it’s our chosen means of creative expression, so
we strive for artistic and technical excellence. Our candid print reviews are times for diverse work and diﬀerent ideas, creating
an invigorating, ongoing conversation about our experiences in art and in life. These evenings are times of inspiration, honing
our craft of clear vision and communication, enriching our photographic pursuits. This is the measure of our success.
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Prints Shown
7 November
Marie Algieri-Goldgrub
If I Could See the Breeze [G]
Bruce Macaulay
Stacked Seagulls are Paused by
the Strange Anomaly [S]
Dass
Mother and Child [S]
Matthew Robertson
All of Us [G]
Rhonda Starr
Waves and Curves [G]
Darcy Rector
Ganges Spa at Varanasi [S]
Guy St. Louis
Marg On Her 100th Birthday [G]
Marvin Cooper
Jaws [G]
Michael Anderson
Titus Canyon [G]
Mort Shapiro
So Let Out Your Heart [S]
Allan Flagel
Desktop Shadows [G]
Craig Lauder
Dark & Moody – Dina Portrait [S]
Stephen Gilligan
Issac – September 2018 [G]
Vince Sheridan
The Last Customer [S]
David Kennedy
Jokulsarlon Lagoon [S]
Lawrence Sitwell
Silos [G]
Sue Curtis
Rock Formation – Painted Desert [S]
Leif Petersen
Wind Blown & Wet [G]
Nick Janushewski
Sleeping Beauty [S]

Welcome Nick Janushewski!
With great pleasure we welcome Nick Janushewski as our newest
member to the Toronto Focal Forum. Nick visited us as a guest on
October 10th, when his monochrome long exposure Lang Mill was met
with broad acclaim. A longstanding member of the Oshawa Camera
Club, as of our November 7 meeting he also joins us as a TFF member.

Congratulations Rhonda!
Last week Rhonda won a 2nd place medal in the Creative Vision division
an inter-regional club competition with her image Barcoded Zebra. The
annual competition was held between the Ontario Council of Camera
Clubs and the Niagara Frontier Regional Camera Clubs. Twenty-five
highly creative and artistic images were chosen by each of the two regional
clubs to compete in this category, which also included selections from our
own Marie and newest member Nick. Well done all.

On the lawn in the foreground are a bronze horse, a red bench, and a bush with orange flowers.
Certain photographs contain notes that are unexpected but, when brought together, poignant.
– Teju Cole

2018-2019
issue 06
for meeting of
November 21

Above: Jaws
Top Left: Stacked Seagulls are Paused by the Strange Anomaly
Left: Waves and Curves
Below: Silos

Snapshots is on the web!
http://www.focalforum.ca/snapshots.html

Ignore what other people are doing. Ignore what’s going on around you. There is no competition.
There is no objective benchmark to hit. There is simply the best you can do – that’s all that matters.
– Ryan Holiday
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Curiosity
by Allan Flagel
Three decades ago I joined my first camera club out of
curiosity to see what other photographers were shooting. I
also liked the social benefits and then the thrill of competition
to validate the quality of my images. Since recently joining the
TFF, it aroused a new curiosity in me; to know the “back
story” of some of the images and the creative decisions that
went into producing the final prints. To that end, I have
included “before” and “after” images of a print that I brought
to the last meeting, as well as explanations of my thinking,
should anyone else share my curiosity.
On a sunny September afternoon in my wife’s oﬃce, while
taking a break from working on my laptop, I happened to lay
my reading glasses down on one of the file folders on her
desk. I noticed the interesting shadows from the glasses and
the twisted pink elastic in the low, late afternoon sunlight.
Since I had been working on a project called “Oﬃce Shadows”
for the past few years, this was a welcome addition.
The following are my thoughts and choices involved:
1) Convert to B&W to emphasize the shadows and rather than the pink elastic and gold rims.
2) Crop the right side to simplify the composition and remove distractions of the refracted light.
3) Crop the top to remove the arm at the corner and
produce my favourite square format. (Half of the glasses
was suﬃcient to tell the story of the shadow).
4) I often rotate or flip my pictures to see which
orientation produces the best “read” because of any
leading lines, balance/tension, shapes and visual mass.
The 180 degree rotation worked best.
5) I decided to keep the nosepad to complete the flow:
my eye goes to the bright highlight on the rim first, then
along the arm, around the “hockey-stick” shadow, then
back to the nosepad.
6) I also decided to keep the scratch on the folder and
the curved, circular line of light reflected from the
missing lens, adding a little mystery.

From time to time we all get bored or run down by the routine of existence. Make art! Look at the world.
Look – really look – at anything and and you cannot help but find something curious and engaging.
– Brooks Jensen
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India 2019
by Dass
Leif Petersen and I will be taking a group of 10 photographers to
northern India in late October 2019. If India has always been on your
bucket list this will be a great opportunity for you to experience this
magical, mystical land with friends and fellow photographers.
We will spend 15 nights in country, traveling by air conditioned coach to
each destination. We’ll visit the sacred cities of Haridwar and Rishikesh
on the banks of the Ganges north of Delhi, travel to Agra and the Taj
Mahal, take 2 jeep safaris in Ranthambore National Park, home to 70
resident tigers, and visit the Pushkar Camel Fair where thousands of
camel herders come to buy and sell. Our tour wraps up in the spectacular
pink city of Jaipur. Along the way we’ll visit forts, temples, bazaars, the
ashram where the Beatles stayed in 1968, an orphanage, and much more.
India is a kaleidoscope of sights, sounds, and smells; colourful
photographs are everywhere. With friendly and welcoming people eager
to be photographed, this is an unbelievable journey not to be missed.

Leif will be moderating our next meeting, on Wednesday, November 21;
Dass will be our moderator for our final meeting of 2018 on December 5.
Ask them about India.
We are both walking from this with arms outstretched and eyes wide.
You go north, I’ll go east. To the sun. To the light. I deserve that.
– Venetta Octavia
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Arterial
by Matthew Robertson
Labour Day, 2015. I was feeling annoyed by something very specific, which is a mood that often results in
brief bursts of creativity. So I took my audio recorder and a pair of Sigma cameras, themselves annoying and
specific devices, out for a walk. The material gathered on that one day was enough to create a video slideshow,
a web presentation with text, and this week, over three years later, a series of prints to show at the Forum.
Projects can be labours of love that take years to complete, but they can also be shot in a day and edited over
a weekend. Not every subject or concept works as a micro-project, but a surprising number of single images
and simple ideas can be expanded into a series.
I’ve never felt the need to revisit the themes of Arterial, even as its issues remain relevant. One day was
enough. But it’s still an important project for me, as it shares a common approach as much of my other,
possibly more significant, work. And that – learning what I need to know to make the work that matters –
remains my favourite motivation for creating series and projects instead of just single images.
Remember: Snapshots is your Toronto Focal Forum newsletter.
Have something you want to share? Send it in! tﬀsnapshots@gmail.com
One of Suzuki’s books ends with the poetic text of a Japanese monk describing his attainment of enlightenment.
The final poem says, “Now that I’m enlightened, I’m just as miserable as ever.”
– John Cage

