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At the Toronto Focal Forum we share a passion for the printed photograph: it’s our chosen means of creative expression, so 
we strive for artistic and technical excellence. Our candid print reviews are times for diverse work and different ideas, creating 
an invigorating, ongoing conversation about our experiences in art and in life. These evenings are times of inspiration, honing 

our craft of clear vision and communication, enriching our photographic pursuits. This is the measure of our success.

Our second meeting of the season saw us together on a cool fall 
evening, greeting new friends and welcoming those who we haven’t 
seen in some time. Michael was our moderator as we reviewed 
nineteen new prints, but we still await our first Remake of the year. 

Portraiture remains a strong theme, whether it’s formal, 
environmental, or experimental. Portraits can certainly be of 
animals, with both a cat and a seal displaying striking liveliness and 
personality. And several of our photos were long exposures, taken 
with various techniques, but all proving that the refined art of 
tripod placement is still going strong. 

With Marie’s multi-print presentation Stages of My Life Revealed 
Through Smoke we are beginning to work with the idea of artistry 
and meaning that expands beyond the single image. This is a theme 
that we will continue to explore throughout this upcoming season, 
broadening our repertoire and insights as a group.

Forgotten Sunglasses

Upcoming Meetings 

October 10 – Seal 
Matthew Robertson 
Title and Maker Announced 

October 24 – No Seal 
Marie Algieri-Goldgrub 
Title Announced, Maker Anonymous 
Tell me your story. How did you 
get into photography? 

November 7 – Seal 
Steve Rees 
Title Announced, Maker Anonymous 
membership fees due
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What is then interesting is to find, in that continuity, the less obvious differences of texture: 
the signs, the markings, the assemblages, the things hiding in plain sight in each cityscape or landscape.  

This is what outstanding photographers do, and it is the target the rest of us chase. 
– Teju Cole

Prints Shown 
26 September 

Bruce Macaulay 
Trees on a Ridge [S] 

Craig Lauder 
Dark & Moody – Larysa 1 [G] 

Dass 
Mother-Daughter Conversation [G] 

Fred Leibl 
A Field of Dreams [] 

Guy St. Louis 
Waiting at the Ball [S] 

Lawrence Sitwell 
No Title [S] 

Marie Algieri-Goldgrub 
The Hat Maker [G] 

Marvin Cooper 
Portrait [S] 

Matthew Robertson 
Forgotten Sunglasses [G] 

Mort Shapiro 
The Game [S] 
Rhonda Starr 

Fishing, Early Morning Fog [S] 
Stephen Gilligan 

Shiaba Remains [S] 
Steve Rees 
Untitled [S] 
Carm Griffin 

Condensation [S] 
Darcy Rector 

So’s Your Mother [S] 
Judy Griffin 

Aspire to Greatness [G] 
Michael Anderson 
Tundra Trees [G] 
Harvey Rogers 
Sisters [guest] 

Nick Janushewski 
Lang Mill [guest]

From top: Trees on a Ridge; Fishing, Early Morning Fog; Mother-Daughter Conversation
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The language in which photographs are generally evaluated is extremely meagre. Sometimes it is parasitical on the language 
of painting: composition, light, and so forth. More often it consists in the vaguest sorts of judgements, as when photographs 

are praised for being subtle, or interesting, or powerful, or complex, or simple, or – a favorite – deceptively simple.  
– Susan Sontag

On the Way to Owen Sound in Eight Stops 
by Fred Leibl 

We left around eight thirty in the morning, the three of us. You might ask why go to Owen Sound? I really 
don’t know, I guess that at the time it sounded like the right thing to do. We made a few stops on the way, had 
some good conversation and actually made a few photographs. 
We took a sinuous route to our destination making our first stop in the Holland Marsh. 

We stopped to photograph an abandoned burned out farm house. I chose not to photograph it. I prefer this 
neighbouring field, full of life, future hope and promise. I think that I will call it a “Field of Dreams.” 
We made no images in Owen Sound. We stopped, we drove through, we looked at a docked ship and we left. 

I spent the day with two friends, ate some food, talked and laughed a bit, and made a few images. 

I am glad that I went.
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My mother, for example, never understood my abstract photographs. She would invariably say to me,  
“Oh John, you have such lovely children! Why don’t you photograph them instead of these silly rocks?”  

– John Daido Loori

Matthew and his magnets will be moderating our evening on this coming Wednesday, October 10. 

Remember: Snapshots is your Toronto Focal Forum newsletter.  
Have something you want to share? Send it in! tffsnapshots@gmail.com

How to Create a Magnetic Mounting Board 
by Matthew Robertson 

Creating a magnetic mounting board is easy. All you need is the foamcore-based presentation system that you 
already use, a sharp knife, some tape, and a few neodymium “rare earth” magnets. Suitable magnets will be sold at 
your local craft or hardware store, but make sure that they are thinner than your foamcore board. 
Start with an existing board that you will modify, or use a fresh piece of foamcore cut to the size you prefer. 
Determine how many magnets your project will need by using them to hold the board against any conveniently 
vertical smooth metal surface – perhaps a fridge or a washing machine. Set those magnets aside. 
Next, examine your foamcore for a curve. Set it down on your work surface with the concave side up – the edges 
should be slightly raised. This is the side that the print will mount to, and it’s the side that you’ll be cutting into 
to place your magnets. Visualize how you’ll arrange the magnets evenly around the board, staying 2-3” away from 
the edges. Attention to these little details will make your finished board easier to handle. 
Use a sharp knife to remove a magnet-sized patch from the top layer of paper on the foamcore, and then pluck 
away the interior foam to excavate a divot just deep enough to completely submerge the magnet within the 
board. Seal the magnet into its new home with a little tape. Now repeat this step until your board comfortably 
holds against your metal test surface. You may not actually need all of the magnets that you set aside. 
Now mount your print to the board using your customary method, and you’re done!  
All that’s left is to create a large sign that tells the moderator that your board is magnetic, and that it will stick to 
the lightbox on its own. With that and your clearly legible title and name neatly placed on the back of your board 
you are absolutely guaranteed Focal Forum success.


