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Purple Fantasy, by Nick Janushewski

It was a big night for the Forum as we held our first regular
meeting in our new venue, which we selected after it earned rave
reviews from our year-end banquet. Ordering food from a menu
and having table service is an uncommon luxury at our gatherings,
but with luck and diligence our adjustment period should be brief.
We were in a monochrome mood for our only meeting of the
summer, seeing masterful tones and a few sparks of colour in our
lightbox. Stephen, our aﬀable and hard-working President, led us
through thirteen prints which produced a resounding number of
gold seals.
Architecture and portraiture proved very popular subjects, creating
a strong sense of self and direction for the new year. This season
will undoubtedly see the expression of new levels of the skill and
artistry that the Forum is justifiably proud of. Our year is oﬀ to an
excellent start.

Upcoming Meetings
October 2 – Seal
Matthew Robertson
Maker and Title Announced
October 16 – Seal
Leif Petersen
With Maker’s Introduction
October 16 – No Seal
David Kennedy

At the Toronto Focal Forum we share a passion for the printed photograph: it’s our chosen means of creative expression,
so we strive for artistic and technical excellence. Our candid print reviews are times for diverse work and diﬀerent ideas,
creating an invigorating, ongoing conversation about our experiences in art and in life. These evenings are times of inspiration,
honing our craft of clear vision and communication, enriching our photographic pursuits. This is the measure of our success.
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Prints Shown
18 September
Bruce Macaulay
First Child [G]
Craig Lauder
NYC Shoot #1 [G]
Dass
To The Light [S]
Lawrence Sitwell
Lonsdale Mill []
Leif Petersen
The Audience [G]
Marie Algieri-Goldgrub
Lovers in the Garden [G]
Marvin Cooper
The Spirit of Emptiness [S]
Mort Shapiro
Up and Down [G]
Nick Janushewski
Purple Fantasy [G]
Rhonda Starr
Shady Lady [S]
Stephen Gilligan
West Tower, Toronto City Hall [G]
Steve Rees
Belly Button [G]
Tom Yates
Winter Walk [G]

Three Easy Ways to See More Photos Longer
by Matthew Robertson
What better way to mark our 80th year than with a new venue that
brings new opportunities to show and see our work? So let’s take
advantage of our newly spacious surroundings with print previews.
On nights when the maker’s name is being announced, please consider
displaying your light box print during social time. Stands will be
available, as will various surfaces around the room. While some makers
prefer the element of surprise, print previews give us more time for
thoughtful consideration, which might produce more meaningful and
insightful critiques.
And with the goal of seeing more photos, we continue to encourage
remake prints for the light box, which have proven to be an excellent
source of interesting discussions.
The maker of a print that did not receive a ‘gold’ seal has the opportunity
to produce a modification of that print and re-submitting it as a Remake.
These prints must be identified as a remake, which will be announced by
the moderator, and after the evaluation the moderator will show the
original image so that a comparison can be made.
Remember that remakes can be brought in addition to a new print for the
light box – and bringing two prints on one evening is a great way to
boost your name in the list to the left. It’s arranged by the number of
prints shown so far this year, which is currently a thirteen-way tie for first
place, and only then sorted alphabetically by first name.
Finally, the eloquently named Multi-Print Presentations continue this
year. Ask anyone who has done one: the experience is a diﬀerent order of
magnitude than simply putting one photo forward for the light box, and
the process of completing one is an unrivalled way to learn more about
your own work. Don’t miss out.
Opportunities to present larger bodies of work are limited, so if you’re
interested please let your Print Director know to reserve your evening.
Thanks everyone for creating another great season.

Matthew, your Print Director who never refers to himself in the third person,
will be moderating our second meeting of the year.

I realize that birds see in a completely diﬀerent way than we humans do. We are slow and lumbering, our language is deep and muddy.
Our confinement to the ground elicits pity. They look at us as we look upon the trees, slow but full of longevity.
The trees look at the rocks that way. Rocks look at the mountains that way. Mountains look at the water that way.
Earth looks at the sun that way. Everyone has an elder.
– Tanya Tagaq
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Lightbox Photographs
from September 18, 2019
A selection of images from our
first meeting of the season.

Top: West Tower, Toronto City Hall by Stephen Gilligan
Above: First Child, by Bruce Macaulay
Left: Up and Down, by Mort Shapiro

Remember: Snapshots is your Toronto Focal Forum newsletter.
Have something to share? Send it in! tﬀsnapshots@gmail.com

You say you love your children above all else and yet you are stealing their future in front of their very eyes.
– Greta Thunberg

