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Craig Lauder, Dorrie – Mono Portrait

Upcoming Meetings

Our September 12 meeting saw us reunited at the end of
summer for an engaging and enjoyable evening. Led by our
President, Stephen Gilligan, we had the assistance of his
‘question cards’ to give us an external frame of reference and
provoke diﬀerent ideas as we considered each image.
Discussions around the nature of art and capturing a subject
as portraiture, even of inanimate subjects, frequently arose.
The commentary was good-natured and valuable as we reset
our standards with a refreshed sense of what we’re looking
for in a print.
This season will undoubtedly see the expression of new
levels of the technical and artistic skills that the Forum is
justifiably proud of. Our year is oﬀ to an excellent start.

September 26 – Seal
Michael Anderson
Title and Maker Announced
Stretch your vision and take a risk
October 10 – Seal
Matthew Robertson
Title and Maker Announced
October 24 – No Seal
Marie Algieri-Goldgrub
Title Announced, Maker Anonymous
Tell me your story. How did you
get into photography?

At the Toronto Focal Forum we share a passion for the printed photograph: it’s our chosen means of creative expression, so
we strive for artistic and technical excellence. Our candid print reviews are times for diverse work and diﬀerent ideas, creating
an invigorating, ongoing conversation about our experiences in art and in life. These evenings are times of inspiration, honing
our craft of clear vision and communication, enriching our photographic pursuits. This is the measure of our success.
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Prints Shown
12 September
Allan Flagel
Art in Ochre [G]
Bruce Macaulay
No Amount of Advertising [S]
Craig Lauder
Dorrie – Mono Portrait [G]
Dass
Old Delhi [S]
David Kennedy
Cosmos Bold and Beautiful [S]
Fred Leibl
The Everglades [S]
Guy St. Louis
Cloud Dancer [S]
Lawrence Sitwell
People Place [S]
Marie Algieri-Goldgrub
Daydreaming [S]
Marvin Cooper
Sleeping on the Train [G]
Matthew Robertson
Makayla at Three Months [S]
Mort Shapiro
Portal []
Rhonda Starr
Determined to Dominate [S]
Stephen Gilligan
Kilvickeon Church [G]
Steve Rees
In a Cafe Window [S]

Stages of My Life Revealed Through Smoke
by Marie Algieri-Goldgrub
Join me on Sept. 26, as I will be presenting my multi print series,
“Stages of my life revealed through smoke”. Several years ago, I started
photographing the smoke patterns created by burning incense. I had
just had some knee surgeries and what appeared to me in the smoke,
were images of body parts, such as bones, a kneecap, a heart, lungs, etc.
I interpreted these images as expressing my concerns at the time, sort
of like a Rorschach test – the inkblots that some psychologists use to
examine personality characteristics.
Why did I see these things? What was it saying about me? What was
it saying to me? Did others see what I saw or was it just me? It was
only after I had processed several more images that I came to realize
that in eﬀect the images were representing “me” and what I was going
through at that time. They kind of gave a voice to my thoughts. The
series revealed itself to me as opposed to me establishing a theme and
going forth to produce the series. My hope is that my small collection
of photos will come to life.
I look forward to sharing this with you and hearing your comments.

As for nature, I am in love with the elemental forces, with fire and water, with gravity and evaporation and
the properties of light, and there’s as much of that in the city. It’s the way the cream curls down into ice coﬀee
and cigarette smoke coils up and the ice cubes in the drink are melting.
– Rebecca Solnit
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Lightbox Photographs
September 12, 2018
A selection of images from our
first meeting of the season.
Snapshots is always looking for
photos, articles, photos with
articles, and articles about photos.
Have something to say? Send it in!

Allan Flagel, Art in Ochre

Rhonda Starr, Determined to Dominate

Stephen Gilligan, Kilvickeon Church

See the colours: white, black, blue, yellow, red, green, purple. Look. This is your world! You cannot not look…
Look at the greatness of the whole thing. Look! Don’t hesitate. Look!
Open your eyes. Don’t blink, and look, look – look further.
– Chogyam Trungpa
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On Announcing the Maker and Title
by Michael Anderson
I will always announce the maker’s name and the picture’s title before putting it up.
We’re a learning group, first and foremost. Our commentaries should always be demanding,
because that’s the only way we can help each other do the best work we can. But that’s exactly
why we have to frame comments in the context of who the maker is. A brand-new member
coming out of a traditional camera club may need diﬀerent advice than someone who’s been with
the Forum for years. Individual style matters – if I saw a B&W landscape from, say, Matthew, I
might oﬀer diﬀerent comments than I would to, say, Michael. Our focus has to be on oﬀering
comments that help our friends and colleagues develop as photographers and artists, and I cannot
understand how we can do that without knowing who made the image we’re looking at.
Coming at this from the other side, looking at an image without knowing who made it is too
reminiscent of the competition aspect of camera clubs and salons, something that we claim to
eschew. I would leave the Forum tomorrow if I thought that people only brought pictures they
thought would be given a Gold Seal or if, God forbid, we brought back end-of-year awards based
on Seal success. I want people to take risks and stumble occasionally, because that’s the only way
to grow and learn; and this will never happen in an anonymous competition environment.
Finally, I cannot think of any situation – other than blind competitions – where a knowledgeable
critic discusses a piece of art without putting it into the context of the artist and their body of
work. We do not belong to the Forum to win competitively – if that’s your thing, go to the
camera clubs. The notion that an image should stand on its own two legs is completely
antithetical to the learning objectives of the Forum. Blind competitions have their place, but the
Forum is not it.

Michael will be moderating our evening on this coming Wednesday, September 26,
where he asks that you “bring an image where you stretched your vision and took a risk.”
Remember: Snapshots is your Toronto Focal Forum newsletter.
Have something you want to share? Send it in! tﬀsnapshots@gmail.com

Prominent in the middle of the group were Jones, Aaronson, and Rutherford.
There was no mistaking them, in any case their names were in the caption at the bottom.
– George Orwell

